
Declined   
2 cm 

(0.8 in) 
in Sept.

Average 
decline 
1 cm (0.4 in) 
in Sept.

Declined  
10 cm 

(3.9 in) 
in Sept.

Average 
decline       
6 cm (2.4 in) 
in Sept.

Lake Superior Water Level
Beginning of October 2020

Record High (2019) 183.88 m (603.28 ft)

Current 183.78 m (602.95 ft)

Average (1918-2019) 183.53 m (602.13 ft)

Lake Michigan-Huron Water Level
Beginning of October 2020

Record High (1986) 177.49 m (582.32 ft)

Current 177.30 m (581.69 ft)

Average (1918-2019) 176.48 m (579.00 ft)

St. Marys Rapids Flow 
and Compensating Works Gate Setting

September 259 m3/s (9,150 cfs)
Equivalent to ~1 gate fully open

October 243 m3/s (8,580 cfs)
Equivalent to ~1 gate fully open

Lake Superior Total Outflow
October 2020

Record High (1996) 3,570 m3/s (126,100 cfs)

Current 2,500 m3/s (88,300 cfs)

Plan 2012 2,500 m3/s (88,300 cfs)

Average (1900-2019) 2,280 m3/s (80,500 cfs)

Forecast Outlook
The lakes are expected to continue their 
seasonal declines through the fall. 
However, water levels are expected to 
remain high and there will continue to be 
a significantly increased risk of shoreline 
erosion, lakeshore flooding and coastal 
damages as high water levels persist.


