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Compilation of Western Lake Huron Basin Projects 
Proposed During August Community Meetings 

 
 
The following table presents the list of projects suggested by stakeholders who participated in the 
Western Lake Huron Basin (WLHB) Community Meetings with the Corps Detroit District in 
August 2011, as well as the Technical Stakeholder meeting held in July 2011.  The projects are 
grouped according to meeting (see the key at the end of the table).  The number system is strictly 
for project identification purposes; it is not intended to imply any sort of prioritization.  The 
Corps Detroit District will use this list of projects, in addition to projects collected through the 
review of project area plans, to determine those that might be suitable for future action, either 
through a Corps’ authority or another funding mechanism, such as the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative (GLRI).  If you participated in a community meeting and do not see a specific project 
that you provided to the Corps during the meeting, please email the relevant information to the 
Corps project manager at WesternLakeHuronBasin-PM@usace.army.mil.
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Project #a Project Description Likely Partners

SSM-1 

Planning assistance 
• Regional Master Plan 
• Ordinance template to protect waterways 
• Chippewa and Mackinac counties

• Eastern Upper Peninsula 
Regional Planning and 
Development Commission 
(EUPRPD)

SSM-2 

Septic systems 
• Unified Sanitary code to address SS 
• Cedarville Area – North of Les Cheneaux Island  
• Needed basinwide 

• EUPRPD
• Les Cheneaux Islands 

Watershed (council) 
• County Health Dept. 

SSM-3 
Repair road stream crossings 

• Sediment was identified a major concern. 
• Conservation District has inventoried

• Conservation District 
• Road Commission 

SSM-4 
Stormwater master plan 

• St. Marys River E. coli study 
• SSM needs stormwater master plan

• City of Sault Ste. Marie 

SSM – 5 

Restoration of Ashmun Bay 
Due to the modifications to the river for the canal and the flashy flows of the creek itself, the bay is 
subject to inputs of sediments and is now very shallow (and even dewatered during low water 
conditions). A potential habitat project to substitute for the rock cut would be restoration of the Bay 
habitat. But to prevent further siltation, reduction of the sediment load from the creek would be 
needed.  Bay restoration would complement restoration of the creek as called for in the DEQ-approved 
Sault Area Watershed Management Plan, as shown below. 
 
Implementation of Ashmun & Mission Creek action items 
See Sault Area Watershed Management Plan 
 
Potential Wetland Restoration 

• Restore hydrology 
• MDEQ Functional Tool is thought to be available

• City of  Sault Ste. Marie 
• Conservation District 
• Chippewa Ottawa Resource 

Authority 
 

Che-1 

Develop port into commercial center
• Need dredging from 21 ft to 23 ft to accommodate larger freighters. 
• US Oil has indicated interest in using the port 
• Currently considered a low use waterway (less than 100,000 tons annually) for O&M dredging 

purposes 

• Cheboygan Port Authority 
• City of Cheboygan  

Che-2 
Repair road stream crossings 

• Huron Pines RC&D has inventory and priority 
• Road Commissioner is willing

• Huron Pines RC&D 
• Road Commissions 

Che-3 Fish passage near paper mill dam (needs further investigation) • Tip of the Mitt
Che-4 Ocqueoc River breakwall construction • MI DNR

Che-5 Trout River dam rebuild • Presque Isle Conservation 
District
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Project #a Project Description Likely Partners

Alp-1 

Water quality in Saginaw Bay
• E. coli, muck, and algae. Water is ‘tanic’ 
• Stormwater from Alpena a problem 
• IDEP has not been undertaken 
• Need a stormwater Master Plan (city manager thinks)

• City of Alpena 

Alp-2 

Watershed management plan for small tributaries that drain to Lake Huron
• Karst terrain 
• Lots of sedimentation and deposited in near shore areas. 
• Karst Conservancy program could be a partner

• NEMCOG 
• MI DNR 

Alp-3 

Phragmites control 
• Thunder Bay Mouth, Black River, Phelan Creek 
• Need way to address problem on a on-going basis 
• HP RC&D – Americorp Program – treated 80 sites 
• Likely need to expand existing program

• Huron Pines RC&D 

Alp-4 Van Etten Creek (Non-attainment for nutrients) 
• Look in WMP for actions to address problem 

• Huron Pines RC&D
• Van Etten Watershed 

Coalition

Alp-5 

River mouth classification along the coastline
• Identifying each mouth’s structure and function 
• Document alterations that have occurred 
• 1st step in goal of better management of river mouths for fisheries as well as human activities.

• MI DNR 

Alp – 6 

Flooding concerns (significant) in Fletcher Creek and Sunset Lake areas
• Runoff from north and west drains into Alpena Township 
• Worried about redirecting runoff and causing downstream impacts 
• Some ordinances in place, but adequately addressing issue because development is already there 

(need to retrofit) 
• Grant application for potential projects completed by Alpena Township; could be used to create a 

future GLRI type grant

• Alpena Township - Marie 
Twite (Township 
Supervisor) is primary 
point of contact 

Taw-1 

Excessive sand and sediment in Lake and Tawas River
• Needs both source controls and dredging 
• Possible Drain 
• Milfoil too. 

• Drain Commissioner 
• Saginaw Bay RC&D 

Taw-2 
Au Gres River flooding 

• At the mouth 
• Unclear of specific project

• Saginaw Bay RC&D
• Huron Pines RC&D 
• Saginaw Bay WIN

Taw-3 
Tawas Harbor shoreline 

• Need study to determine best course of action 
• Sand from the Tawas River scourers shoreline.

No local sponsor identified 
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BC- 1 

Saganing Creek/River ecosystem restoration
Important stream fishery has substantially declined.  Stream has erosion/sedimentation and potential 
over drainage.  Saginaw Chippewa tribe would be interested in a restoration plan for the watershed that 
would restore the fishery.   

• No/minimal flow at times (potential overdrainage) 
• High sedimentation 
• High TDS and TSS 
• Complete die off of all plant life 
• DO below water quality standards (WQS) 
• No longer supports fishery 
• Proposed development near the shoreline 
• No wastewater infrastructure 
• Potential septic problem in the area

• Saginaw Chippewa tribe 
(POC –Carey Pauquette 
Schalm) 

BC – 2 

Septic System Revolving fund 
• Two-step process: 1) Identification; 2) Remediation  & education  
• Currently there is a small fund in Bay County ($40K) 
• Desire to expand to other counties (Huron, Arenac, Tuscola) 
• Involves changes to ordinances and mapping 

• Joel Strasz Bay County 
Health Department 
(BCHD) 

• Laura Ogar – Bay County 
Environmental Affairs 
and Community 
Development Dept. 

• Other county health 
departments 

• Potential consortium of 
partners

BC – 3  

Saginaw Bay/Channel toxin removal
• Need Corps’ assistance on pier/navigational issues 
• Other sources of funding and a local sponsor are available 
• Install sediment traps Tittabawassee/Saginaw Rivers 
• Goal is to catch migrating dioxins and other toxics before entering Saginaw Bay/Lake Huron

• Laura Ogar – Bay County 
Environmental Affairs 
and Community 
Development Dept. 

BC – 4 

Kawkawlin River dredging for navigation and flooding
• into Saginaw Bay and four miles upstream (from Euclid Rd to M-13 at Kawkawlin Park 
• Increase flow and alleviate flooding 
• Spring backflow of particular concern 
• Causes sedimentation/erosion of farm fields; as flood waters recede, deposits sediment 

downstream and into mouth of the Saginaw Bay 
• Important for Walleye spawning 
• Install sediment traps 
• Promote 10 foot filter strips for farmers 
• Refer to white paper in Kawkawlin River Watershed Management Plan written by the 

Kawkawlin River Watershed POA entitled “Restoration of Kawkawlin River from N. Euclid to 
Kawkawlin Park” 

• Strong local interest

• Drain Commissioner 
(although it is not 
considered a drain) 

• Bangor Township 
• Kawkawlin River Watershed 

Property Owners 
Association 
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BC – 5 

Bay City State Park restoration
Lagoon 
• Restore channel to pre 1974  
• Want to restore fish habitat 
Beach 
• Restore beach for recreation 
• Pilot equipment for muck removal 
• Address phragmites problem 

• MI DNR 

BC – 6 

Muck 
• Affects the entire shoreline 
• Rules do not allow for muck removal 
• Source of muck focus needs to shift to allow removal 
• Allow people with private property to control 
• Areas and timing associated with muck are similar 
• Need a study to help legislation to change 
• Causing extension of beaches and muck; more shoreline holds more muck 

• MI MDNR 
 

• MI DEQ/Office of the Great 
Lakes (OGL) 

BC – 7 

Phragmites management 
• Focus on coordination/prioritization/mapping 
• Identified in numerous places 
• Throughout shoreline 
• Along Cheboyganing Creek (Portsmouth Township) 
• Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy submitted a GLRI grant to do technical mapping  
• Risk Assessment and Removal study submitted to GLRI, but not funded (unclear if this is related to 

the Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy GLRI grant application mentioned above; appeared on two 
different maps/groups) 

• MDEQ (OGL - Michelle 
Selzer) 

• Ducks Unlimited 
• The Nature Conservancy 
• Saginaw Bay WIN 
• Saginaw Basin Land 

Conservancy 

BC – 8 Wet weather issues 
• Stormwater Master Plans for non-MS4 communities • Local Communities 

BC – 9 
Fish passage/dam removal 

• Saginaw Bay WIN has a prioritized list of dams/fish passage projects on their website 
• Potentially problematic with private owner/dioxin issue 

• Saginaw Bay WIN
• MDEQ 
• Drain Commissioner 
• Council of Michigan 

Foundations

BC – 10 
Wetland restoration 

• Crow Island (along with phragmites control) 
• Saginaw Bay Land Conservancy study of shoreline wetlands 

• Would need primary non-
federal cost share partner 

• Saginaw Bay Land 
Conservancy

BC – 11  

Bacteria source assessment and control
• Need strategic source investigations and source control 
• Saginaw Bay Coastal Initiative Combined Sewage Overflow Workgroup reviewed the data from 

CSO discharges and have ruled out CSOs as major sources of bacteria

• Laura Ogar – Bay County 
Environmental Affairs 
and Community 
Development Dept
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BC – 12  

Restore Saginaw Bay public access
• Need funding to re-establish the Wenona Park bay-front park and public promenade with a bay-

front restaurant within close proximity to the Bay City urbanized area 
• Need funding to help develop the limited public access sites and to create additional sites

• Laura Ogar – Bay County 
Environmental Affairs 
and Community 
Development Dept

BC - 13 

Other 
• Phosphorus loads from Huron and Tuscola counties that enter the Saginaw Bay 
• Mercury from coal ash discharged from coal-fired plants where Saginaw River enters the Bay 
• Land application of fertilizers/sludge 
• Re-establish road end access to Saginaw Bay at the end of State Rd.

• Various 

Mid-1 

Culvert design study 
• Mollusks eggs are deposited at the mouth of perched culverts and they do not survive. 
• It is thought that bottomless culverts may solve problem 
• Need to study design options 

• Drain commissioners
• MDEQ 
• MDNR 
• Saginaw Bay WIN 
• Central Michigan University

Mid-2 

Salt River hydrologic study 
• There have been major hydrological changes to the Salt River 
• Steve Kahl – Director of the Shiawassee National Wildlife Preserve may have hydrologic studies of 

area including the Salt River 
• Ecosystem and Flood Reduction

• Shiawassee National Wildlife 
Preserve 

• Drain Commissioner 
• Saginaw Bay RC&D 

Mid-3 

Snake Creek flooding 
• Largest source of flooding in the Midland Area 
• New FIS maps with new baseline flood elevations (BFE) are available 
• Sanford Lake dam is in area 
• Ecosystem and flood reduction study needed

• Drain Commissioner 
• Saginaw Bay RC&D 

PA-1 

Port Austin Harbor hydrologic study
• Break wall is connected to mainland by rock wall 
• Residence maintains rock wall prevents flow into bay and results in stagnant water, milfoil, and 

accumulated pollutants 
• Need hydraulic study to determine best solution

• Village of Port Austin 
• Port Authority 
• Huron County  

PA-2 

Small port dredging 
• Sebewaing, Caseville, Bay Port, Port Hope all need dredging 
• Sources of sediment, mostly from agricultural , need to be addressed 
• Sebewaing - Section 516 study already done 
• Need congressional authorization to dredge harbor 

• Local communities or county 
governments 
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PA-3 

E. coli source management 
• More livestock than people in the thumb 
• Septic problems too 
• Flows from Bird Creek to bay 
• Closes Lighthouse Beach 
• Need management options 
o Unified Septic 
o Drain Tile Weirs 

• Health Departments 
• Drain Commissioners 

PA-4 

Caseville ecosystem restoration 

• Restoration of an old oxbow of the Pigeon River in the downtown Caseville, adjacent to the 
harbor 

• Habitat degraded by erosion and sedimentation, lack of circulation and flow, and invasive species 
(phragmites) 

• The project would restore several acres of aquatic habitat for spawning and nursery areas, support 
the baitfish holding capacity of the Caseville Harbor area, improve habitat for other wildlife, and 
improve public access and use of the restored area 

• Project has strong community support

• Village of Caseville  

PS-1 

Lexington Harbor Break wall 
• Residents maintain rock wall prevents flow into bay and results in stagnant water, milfoil, and 

accumulated sediment (pollutants) 
• Need hydraulic study to determine best solution

• City of Lexington 
• Port Authority 
• Sanilac County 

PS-2 

Agricultural weirs 
• Installation of weirs in agricultural areas to retain moisture and reduce pollutants (nitrogen and E. 

coli) 
 
 
 

• Farm Bureau 
• Conservation District 
• NRCS 
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PS-3 
 

Flooding and erosion issues related to smaller creeks adjacent to Lake Huron

• St. Clair County:  Doe Creek Watershed ecosystem restoration 
o Poor storm water management and flooding causing erosion, bank failure, and 

sedimentation along Doe Creek and tributaries 
o Causing loss of habitat, damaging roads and culverts, and transporting excessive sediment 

loads to Lake Huron.   
o Potential watershed/ecosystem restoration plan could restore aquatic habitat and provide 

more stable conditions to reduce erosion/ sedimentation conditions 
o Strong local sponsor 

• Sanilac County: Small creek flooding and erosion 
o Occurring on smaller creeks with direct discharge to Lake Huron due to significant change 

in slope 
o Challenges in addressing this issue because DEQ has jurisdiction in this area, not county 

drain commissioner 
o DEQ jurisdiction is a roadblock for county/Corps to get onsite to do restoration work 
o Potential project if Corps could request DEQ to authorize work and act as non-federal cost 

share partner; County would like to do this, but can’t because not in their jurisdiction; 
watershed group could provide in-kind 

 

• St. Clair County, Office of the 
Drain Commissioner 
(POC – Cheryl Collins, 
(810) 989-6940  

• Issues in Sanilac County: 
MDEQ is cited as having 
jurisdiction, not county 
drain commissioner 

TS-1 Lexington Heights dune preservation  • Conservation District
• NRCS

TS-2 

Mining – Presque Isle 

Stone Pour Inc. mines a quarry that results in the drop of the water level in Lake Essau (through 
groundwater depletion) which in turn lowers the level of Grand Lake. There is an agreement that all the 
water they harvest from their operation will be returned to Lake Esau but it is not legally binding once 
mine closes. Need to find long-term solution. The State and an East Coast University own mineral 
rights. 

• State Lake level program 

TS-3 

Potable water (Tuscola Co.) study 

The identified area does not have potable water available to its residents. The problem is elevated levels 
of lead and arsenic. The source of the problem(s) is unknown. A study to identify the sources needs to 
be conducted. 

• Tuscola County Health 
Department 

TS-4 BUI delisting criteria – More specific targets need to be developed • PACs

TS-5 

Invasive species monitoring for fish passage structure on Cass River, Frankenmuth 

• Concerns that fish ramp might also allow invasive species to migrate up stream in addition to 
desirable fish species 

• Lamprey are of particular concern 
• Need for a monitoring program 

• Great Lakes Fisheries 
Commission 
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TS-6 

O&M maintenance manual for drains
• Designed to improve water quality of local waterways 
• Stakeholders documented problems with Huron County Drain Commission approach to drain 

maintenance in the Pinnebog watershed (photos provided by stakeholders) 
• Ditch maintenance (referred to as “dredging” by stakeholders) leads to substantial 

erosion/sedimentation 
• Stakeholders want to see an improved method for drain maintenance that doesn’t cause excessive 

sedimentation 
• Need for changes to ordinances 
• Need for drainage commission education

• MI Association of County 
Drain Commissioners 

• County Drain Commissioners 

TS – 7  

Modeling support 
• Expand Section 516 program to model sediment transport within more tributaries within the basin 
• Update the 516 models for the Saginaw and Sebewaing Rivers 
• Assess impact of sediment loading on the Saginaw Bay

• Counties 

TS – 8  

Wetlands creation 
• Creation of wetlands in the Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge area to reduce sediment loading 

to the Saginaw River 
• Incorporate findings of scientific wetlands project currently being investigated in the Shiawassee 

Flats 

• NRCS 
 

• The Nature Conservancy 

TS –9  Muck and phragmites management and removal demonstration project
• Conduct demonstration projects using Truxor vehicle • MI DEQ 

aProject numbers assigned based on the meeting in which they were proposed: SSM – Sault Ste. Marie; Che – Cheboygan; Alp – Alpena; Taw ‐‐ 
East Tawas; BC – Bay City; Mid – Midland; PA – Port Austin; PS – Port Sanilac; TS – Technical Stakeholder Meeting 

 


