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Coast Guard warns of risky 
Lk. MI spots 
Including the Grand Haven pier 
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By Crystal Hilliard 

GRAND HAVEN, Mich. (WOOD) - Because six people 
already have died in West Michigan waters this summer, the 
Coast Guard took a 24 Hour News 8 crew out on Lake 
Michigan to show the spots to avoid. 

In Grand Haven, the most dangerous place in the water is 
near the pier, Petty Officer Andrew Zylinski said Wednesday.

"It's not a safe practice, but a lot of people like to (jump off 
the pier)," he said. "So, what happens is, the water rushes 
along here and rips the people out of the water." 

Since 1993, 25 people have experienced some scary 
moments while tangling with the monstrous waves off the 
Grand Haven pier. 

Of those, 19 were rescued. The remaining six drowned. 

If swimmers insist on jumping, no matter how strong they 
are, officials recommend wearing a life jacket. 

There are few hanging near the pier, on the beach. 

Teona Huff and Teara Thomas wore them to jump in. 

"I'm scared the current's gonna take me under," said Huff, 
before she jumped in Lake Michigan. 

Zylinski said the majority of rescue calls come from the pier 
area, because people don't understand how strong the 
current pulls and pushes anyone in it. 

"I've kinda like, lost wind sometimes, you just gotta keep 
going," Kevin Thestorm said. "You lose your breath then you 
gain consciousness again." 

Thestorm spent the evening jumping off the pier into the 
waves with his friends. The group is comprised of strong 
swimmers, he said, but they don't recommend jumping to 
anyone who isn't comfortable. 
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Safe waters -- related stories

Boy drowns while swimming at park
Authorities say a boy has drowned in a 
pond at a Lansing-area … 

Three Rivers teen dies in dive accident
A Three Rivers teen died Monday from 
injuries he suffered after… 

Capsized boater recalls rescue process
A group of men clung to a capsized fishing 
boat in frigid Lake … 

Kayaker scorns lifejacket before rescue
It can be a blessing to get caught by 
Michigan conservation … 

Coast Guard pulls 3 men from Lake 
Mich.
Three boaters were rescued from Lake 
Michigan after their boat … 
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Safe Water  
WOOD TV8 reminds you to watch 
your children around swimming 
pools, lakes and streams.
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Safe Water in Michigan
Read more about water safety, 
swim lessons and how to keep 
your family protected this 
summer. 
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