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Michigan officials urging caution on waters
12 drowning deaths reported in SE Michigan
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Boaters should wear a life vest at all times, officials say, and create a "float plan" in case there is an emergency. /
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« The American Canoe Association offers hands-on
courses for novice to experienced paddlers of canoes,
kayaks, rafts and other floatables. For information, go to
www.americancanoe.org.

in Harrison
Township.

U.S. Coast Guard Lt.
Justin Westmiller said 10 people have drowned so far this year in

waterways patrolled by the Detroit sector of the Coast Guard. Three
died in the western basin of Lake Erie; the rest drowned throughout

the Detroit River and into Lake Huron near Tawas, in the Thumb,
he said.

In Milford, 16-year-old John Przydatek of Harrison Township and
48-year-old Doug Killingbeck of Milford drowned May 21 in the
Huron River.

The number of accidental drownings in Michigan has remained
relatively constant since 1990, with between 89 and 137 deaths
each year across the state, according to the Michigan Department
of Community Health. The most recent statistics available show 89
people died in 2004; 123 in 2005; 103 in 2006; 114 in 2007, and
110 in 2008.

Paddle sports are the fastest-growing segment of recreational

boating, with more than 300,000 kayaks, canoes and paddleboards

sold annually, the Coast Guard said.

The Coast Guard Auxiliary now offers a Paddlesports America
course, a four-hour, classroom-based introduction to paddling
safety, techniques and safety strategies.

The most important water safety tip: Wear a life vest, Westmiller
said. In addition, those enjoying the water should heed their ability
to swim in deep areas, strong currents or other potential swimming
hazards, he said.
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