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                           The Knife River Harbor is located in Lake County on the north shore of Lake Superior about 27 miles northeast 

of the Duluth Harbor entrance.  In 1991, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MNDNR) and the North Shore 
Management Board selected a string of 9 harbors of refuge for small boats navigating the north shore of Lake Superior. The 

Knife River Harbor would be one of these harbors. The proposed work depends upon completion of the construction of an 

additional breakwater to correct a design deficiency, which is not part of the Section 107 project.

DESCRIPTION:

                The Knife River Harbor Advisory Board is working in concert with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to 

develop a safe harbor plan.  The Board has hired an architect/engineer firm to develop preliminary plans for a harbor of refuge.  

The harbor was constructed in 1958 however the marina basin is no longer adequate to provide refuge to recreational vessels.  

The design deficiency study needs to be completed, with funds provided to complete the design and construction, prior to, or 

simultaneously with, constructing the Harbor of Refuge.  Non-Federal sponsor has indicated that they are not currently in a 
position to provide the required cost share, therefore, the project is on hold.
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PROJECT AUTHORITY:                                         Section 107, River and Harbor Act of 1960, as amended – Navigation Improvements
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