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                           The St. Mary's River is located on the west side of Neebish Island in Chippewa County, Michigan.  The St. 
Mary's River is a recognized Area of Concern.  The study area is part of the St. Mary’s River and is located within and adjacent to 

the West Neebish Channel – Course 6 (Rock Cut).  The study area was once a valuable rapid habitat used as a spawning area 

for fish and invertebrate species in the river system.  Due to past modifications in the waterway’s character to incorporate 

commercial shipping in the St. Mary’s River, the aquatic habitat within the river system has been greatly altered.  The goal of this 

study is to provide critical habitat for a number for fish and invertebrate species by restoring the flow of water over 5000 feet of 

the existing rock-rubble/cobble substrate, providing habitat currently unavailable for fish and other aquatic species by increasing 

flow and providing access to isolated areas of the river, and improving the environmental habitat of approximately 26 acres of 

river habitat on the west side of the Rock Cut and 42 acres on the east side adjacent to Neebish Island.

DESCRIPTION:

                A Section 1135 Preliminary Restoration Plan (PRP) was approved in November 2003 by LRD.  The project is currently 

being pursued under the GLFER authority.  FY10 E&W funds were used to reevaluate the project.  Initial hydraulic modeling 

indicated only limited hydraulic capacity may result from the creation of additional habitat areas.  As such, further coordination 

with the State of Michigan is being pursued.  FY11 Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) funds will be used to initiate detailed 

feasibility studies if it is determined that further detailed studies are warranted.
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                    St. Marys River Habitat Restoration, Chippewa County, Michigan  -  Great Lakes Fishery and Ecosystem 
Restoration  (C)
PROJECT:
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PROJECT AUTHORITY:                                         Section 506 of WRDA 2000, as amended - Great Lakes Fishery and Ecosystem Restoration (GLFER)
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