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PROJECT: St. Clair River Compensating Works, Michigan - (1)

DESCRIPTION: Water levels on Lake Michigan have been below average since 1999, reaching near record lows in late 2007.
This follows a 30-year (1969-1999) period of above average levels. Some concerned citizen groups have suggested that the
levels are lower due to Corps dredging of navigation channels and compensating works should be constructed to raise water
levels. There have been numerous alterations made to the St. Clair River since the mid-1800s, mainly by the Corps for the
support of commercial navigation, but also by private interests for commercial sand and gravel mining in the early 1900s. These
changes in the river affect its capacity to carry water and, therefore, the water levels in the upstream lakes (Michigan and Huron)
and the downstream lakes (St. Clair and Erie). The Corps performed the last major dredging for the 27 foot navigation project in
the St. Clair River in 1962, on behalf of the U.S. and Canadian governments. Studies completed at that time by the International
Joint Commission (1JC) concluded that dredging in the St. Clair River since the mid-1800s has had a lowering impact on Lakes
Michigan-Huron water levels of about 14 inches, with the 1962 project accounting for about 5 inches of that total. The I1JC also
concluded that the system would reach a new equilibrium balance in time at that level.

CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST: Miller (MI-10); Senator Levin (Ml), Senator Stabenow (MI)
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NON-FEDERAL PROJECT SPONSOR:
PROJECT AUTHORITY: This project was authorized by the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works which

adopted a resolution on September 13, 2006, providing the authority to study the relationships between dredging of the St. Clair
River for navigation and shoreline erosion.

FUNDING: Total Federal Non-Federal
Current Working Estimate: $ TBD $ TBD $ TBD
Funds Allocated prior to FY11: $ 0 $ 0 $ 0
FY11 Energy and Water Allocation: $ $ $
FY11 GLRI Allocation: $ $ $
FY12 Budget: $ $ $
Funds required to complete (>FY12): $ TBD $ TBD $ TBD

STAGE: Reconnaissance

STATUS: The Corps is currently reviewing an International Joint Commission report on this subject and participated in a
workshop in February 2011. The District has prepared a white paper outlining the process to allow the Corps to partner
internationally.

PM: David Bowman, 313-226-2223, David.W.Bowman@usace.army.mil
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