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$7-million contract to deepen channel  
Posted By THE SAULT STAR 

Updated 6 days ago 

A new superlock for the area has passed another hurdle.  

The United States Army Corps of Engineers has awarded a nearly US$7-million contract to deepen the downstream 
approach channel at the Soo Locks in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., to allow sufficient depth for 1,000- foot vessels to pass 
through a replacement for the long-closed Davis and Sabin Locks.  

Of the four existing locks, just the 40-year-old Poe has sufficient depth for the 1,000-foot Great Lakes carriers.  

Proponents have been advocating for a new lock for more than two decades and hopes were high that federal 
government dollars to stimulate infrastructure construction and the rest of the U. S. economy would make it a reality. 
But officials in the Michigan Soo were disappointed earlier this year that part of the $41 million in stimulus funding 
wasn't dedicated to a new superlock.  

In late February it was announced the U. S. federal government committed $17 million from appropriation funds for the 
first phase of the $500-million project, through Congress's Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act. That money 
also allows the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers to begin building the coffer dams needed to prevent water flow into the 
aging Sabin and Davis locks, which will be replaced by the new lock.  

It is expected the mammoth project will take between five and seven years to complete.  

The latest work will begin in the fall and is expected to be completed in the spring of 2001. Some 71,000 cubic yards of 
bedrock and material will be removed without dewatering the area, so it will requite dredging. The excavated material 
will be placed in designated areas on the northwest pier of the locks, just past the International Bridge on Soo Locks 
property.  

The work will be done by Kokosing Construction, a small business out of Fredricktown, Ohio.  

Congress will provide funds on a year-to-year basis, and the extent of work will depend on how much as allocated, said 
Lynn Duerod, Detroit district public affairs officer. 
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Deer Ticks Making 
Presence Felt In Canada
The change in climate has 
altered several details on the 
planet including the population 
and migration of ticks. It's 
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Jim Carey and the MTV 
Movie Awards
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making people laugh—Jim 
Carey. The first movie I saw 
him starred in was “Once [...] 
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election of President Barack 
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trees. Ironic, considering [...] 
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