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Sault News

First stage of superlock construction 
underway  
Posted By BOB MIHELL 

Posted 19 hours ago 

Construction of coffer dams is now underway on the American side of the St. Marys River as the first stage of a new
$490 million superlock.  

TAB Construction Company, Inc. of Ohio was awarded the $1.97 million U.S. contract this June.  

John Niemiec, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' project manager in Detroit had told Sault This Week then, that the 
work would not begin until schedules, safety and environmental plans had received final approval.  

A second contract valued at $6.915 million U.S. to excavate downstream of the location was awarded to Kokosing 
Construction Company, Inc., also of Ohio, according to Lynn Duerod, a spokesperson for the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers in Detroit.  

Duerod said Friday that Kokosing planned to start work in 2009, possibly with some test blasting.  

Duerod said that the completion date for construction of the coffer dams is September 2010, and the expected 
completion date for the downstream excavation is November 2010.  

The Corps was allotted $17 million from the U.S. Federal government toward construction of the new lock for 2009.  

The cofferdams, consisting of two large steel cells, will be built at both ends of the closed Sabin Lock to allow for the 
water inside to be displaced.  

The downstream excavation would provide the water depth needed for the 1,000-foot freighters.  

Steven Rose, an engineer with the Corps based in Sault Ste. Marie Michigan, said Friday that the next stage in the 
superlock development would depend on approval from the U.S. Congress, and a second decision to allocate funding 
toward the project for the next fiscal year. He said that the decision-making authority to appropriate funding from fiscal 
year to fiscal year resided with Congress.  

Both Duerod and Niemiec had acknowledged earlier in the spring that there was no assurance how much money the 
U.S. Federal government would allot to the lock project for 2010. "The project could stall if we're not funded," Niemiec 
had said. "If Congress doesn't provide the funding each year, then we can't proceed." 

Niemiec had expressed optimism, however, that with the superlock's construction about to begin, the funding would 
continue.  

Niemiec had predicted, "We could have the capability of spending about $123 million starting next year for upstream 
excavation and the installation of the guide walls if we we're given that kind of funding."  

But he had added that any new congressional funding announcements likely would not be made until early in 2010.  

He also had projected that the new superlock could take from eight to 10 years to complete depending on funding 
approvals.  
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The proposed new lock first received Congressional approval in 1986, and over the past 13 years, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers has spent an estimated $20 million on engineering and design work.  

Both the Davis and Sabin locks, built in 1918 and 1919, are permanently closed. They would be replaced by the new 
lock similar in size to the existing Poe Lock.  

The MacArthur Lock, capable of handling vessels up to 800 feet in length, remains operational as well.  

The Poe Lock is slated for an estimated $70 million upgrade over the next six years, including the complete 
replacement of its hydraulic system. That system was responsible for four unscheduled breakdowns and resulting 
shipping delays in 2008, according to a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers report.  

Jim Weakley, president of the U.S. based Lake Carriers Association, stressed in a Sault This Week article last January 
that 80 million tonnes moved annually through the Poe Lock. If something were to cause it to shut down, 60 million 
tonnes of that cargo could not be moved by ship because 70 per cent of the U.S. fleets' carrying capacity needs the 
1,000 foot Poe Lock.  

Brenda Stenta, manager of corporate communications for Essar Algoma Steel, had told Sault This Week last January, 
that while the company did not rely on the bigger 1,000 foot freighters for its shipping needs, the steelmaker would 
benefit from a twin lock for the Poe if it led to an extension of the shipping season.  

"We hope a new 1000-foot Lock would open up the possibility of year round shipping, which would be of great benefit 
to our business," she had said then.  

Currently, the lock system shuts down from Jan. 15 to March 25 to allow for scheduled maintenance work. 
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