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New Soo lock on project list 
By JOURNAL STAFF 

MARQUETTE - Appropriations bills for 2009 were 
passed by the U.S. House of Representatives 
Wednesday, and include almost $30 million worth of 
northern Michigan projects. 

U.S. Rep. Bart Stupak's office announced Wednesday 
a large chunk of the U.P. money is $17 million to 
begin construction on a new Soo Lock, slated to start 
later this year. 

Stupak, D-Menominee, said in a statement he has 
been working on getting the project funding for 
many years; the new lock was first approved by 
Congress in 1986. In 2007, Stupak helped to secure 
a federal mandate for the lock, requiring the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to build it at federal 
expense. 

"After 21 years and $20 million of federally funded 
studies and preparation, we finally have the funding to begin construction," he said. 

The $17 million in 2009 appropriations will pay for the Army Corps to build coffer dams needed to prevent 
water flow into the Sabin and Davis locks, which are aging and will be replaced by the new lock. Stupak's 
spokesman, Nick Choate, said the bill will be taken up by the U.S. Senate next week, then presented to 
President Obama. 

"The congressman expects the bill to be on the president's desk by the end of next week," Choate said. 
Stupak also worked to have $977,000 included in the bill for the U.S. Department of Education's Olympic 
Scholarship program. Northern Michigan University is one of four schools to receive money through the 
program. Other projects in the bill include $2 million for a conservation easement on 248,000 acres of 
private forestland, $570,000 for the City of Negaunee to complete the first phase of a reconstruction of 
Croix Street from U.S. 41 to Maas Street, $478,000 for the replacement of Negaunee's wastewater 
system. 

, and $190,000 for Marquette General Hospital to allow the Upper Peninsula Regional Health Education 
Alliance to enhance its current distance education services. 
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Shown is some of the construction and 

maintenance that was done in March on 
the Poe Locks. Generally the water isn't 

drained but it was last year to do some of 
the needed repairs. (Photo courtesy of 

The Sault Evening News)
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