
 
 
 
 

 

 

LOCAL NEWS HEADLINES

Dignitaries Break Ground On Replacement Lock 
Posted: 6/30/2009 
 
After more than two decades of planning, the Army Corps of Engineers and local 
lawmakers gathered at a groundbreaking ceremony for a replacement lock at Sault 
Saint Marie's Soo Locks. 
 
The $580-million project is expected to be done within the next ten years. 
 
Locally, Sault Saint Marie expects to see a major impact during those ten years. 
 
The construction is expected to generate at least 200 jobs locally.  
 
It is also expected to generate interest, leading to increased tourism. 
 
The lock that will be the same size as the Poe Lock will replace the current Davis 
and Sabin Locks to provide for more efficient movement of waterborne 
commerce. 
 
As it is now, the Poe Lock is the only Lock big enough for the largest Great Lakes 
freighters. If that breaks down, it would significantly impact shipping in our 
region. 
 
Lawmakers at the ceremony say this is an important step in moving Michigan's 
shipping industry forward. 
 
9&10's Christina Vecchioni and photojournalist Aaron Smith have more details on 
the local impact. 
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