Senior Editor

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
333 West State Street
Milwaukee, WI 53203-1305

May 8, 2009
Dear Editor,

This letter is to clarify possible misunderstanding of recent reports about the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act or Stimulus package) funding for the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) especially as it relates to the new lock at the Soo
Locks, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan.

The new lock at Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., received $17 million in funding with
appropriations from the Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act to begin
construction of the estimated $500 million project.

It is correct, however, that the new lock did not receive any additional allocations from
funds provided to the Corps in the Recovery Act.

Selection of Corps’ projects was based on the five criteria enumerated in the
Congressional report accompanying the Recovery Act, namely that the projects:
e Will be obligated and executed quickly,
Result in high, immediate employment,
Have little schedule risk,
Be executed by contract or direct hire of temporary labor,
Complete a project phase, a project, an element, or will provide a useful
service that does not require additional funding.

Recovery Act funds will be used to complete increments of work on previously started
projects and in some cases to complete such projects.

Corps projects such as the Soo Locks are Civil Works projects funded through annual
appropriations from Congress. These projects are included in the president’s budget
based on national priorities and anticipated completion of design and plans and
specifications so construction contracts can be awarded. Congress normally appropriates
funds in the annual Energy and Water Development Appropriations Act. Once Congress
has appropriated project funds construction is managed by the Corps. Future funding to
complete the lock is expected to come from Congressional appropriations, which is
evaluated annually.

Respectfully,

James Davis
Lieutenant Colonel



Commander, Detroit District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers



