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Contract awarded to dredge upper Saginaw River; work 
to begin later this month 
 
DETROIT — The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District Contracting Division, has 
announced that it awarded a contract totaling nearly $2 million to dredge the upper Saginaw River. 
 
The Corps awarded a $1,932,375 contract to Luedtke Engineering Co., of Frankfort, Mich., to 
remove 212,500 cubic yards from the shipping channel and transport it to the Dredged Material 
Disposal Facility (DMDF) near Zilwaukee, Mich. This is the first time the DMDF will be used. 
 
Dredging should begin this fall. Under the terms of the contract, work is to be completed in 120 days. 
The 120-day duration will lead into the winter months—making it difficult to dredge—and the work 
is expected to continue next spring when the weather is favorable. 
 
Besides dredging an emergency portion of the river in 2006, a comprehensive maintenance dredging 
of the upper Saginaw River has not been carried out since the mid-1990s. The channel will be 
dredged to the project depth of 22 feet.  
 
Maintenance dredging of the Saginaw River is required in order to keep shipping lanes open for local 
commerce. Many businesses have docks along the river, and ships bring in raw materials for local 
manufacturing and agriculture. 
 
If the river isn’t dredged, water depths decrease and vessels must transport lighter loads, leading to 
more river trips by vessels and increasing transportation costs. 
 
The dredging work was issued under a Multiple Award Task Order Contract (MATOC). A MATOC 
is a task-order-type contract, which streamlines the advertising, bidding, reviewing and awarding 
process by allowing selected contractors to compete for required work. 
 
For questions or more details, please contact the Detroit District Public Affairs Office at (313) 226-
4680 or Angie Mundell, project manager, (313) 226-5005. 
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