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PROGRAM/PROJECT:  Great Lakes Sea Lamprey Barrier/Trap Program 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SIGNIFICANCE:  The sea lamprey is a non-indigenous species that gained access to 
the Great Lakes in the early 1900’s.  They were a major cause of the collapse of lake trout, whitefish and chub 
populations during the 1940’s and 1950’s.  The existence of the Great Lakes fishery would be at stake without the 
control of this exotic species.  Barriers and traps are two methods contributing to the control of this species.  Barriers 
are constructed on streams to prevent sea lampreys from reaching spawning grounds.  Current barrier designs include 
low head and variable crest dams.  Barriers generally include a fish way and/or jumping pool to pass other fish, also an 
important concern in the Great Lakes.  Traps are used to capture pre-spawn lampreys; male lampreys are sterilized 
and released to mate with females and produce infertile eggs.  

CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST: MI Senators Levin (D) and Stabenow (D): Galien River - Fred Upton (R) MI-6, Kid’s 
Creek – Dave Camp (R) MI-4, Carp Lake River, Black Mallard Creek, Schmidt Creek, St. Marys River, Au Gres River, 
Manistique River, Sucker River – Bart Stupak (D) MI-1, Crockery Creek, Manistee River, and North Branch Pentwater 
River - Peter Hoekstra (R) MI-2.    IN Senators Bayh (D) and Lugar (R): Trail Creek - Peter Visclosky (D) IN-1.    
 
LOCATION MAP AND PICTURE: 
  

 
 
NON-FEDERAL PROJECT SPONSOR:  Great Lakes Fishery Commission (GLFC) 
 
PROJECT AUTHORITY: Section 1135(b) of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, as amended  
 
FUNDING:     Total  Federal  Non-Federal 
Funds allocated prior to FY07   $4,783,205 $4,166,500 $  616,705  
Funds allocated in FY07    $             0 $             0 $             0  
FY08 Budget     $             0         $             0 $             0 
Funds that could be used in FY08  $1,005,000        $   630,000 $  375,000           
Funds required annually (>FY08)*  $3,245,000        $2,260,000 $  985,000  
* for two remaining active projects underway (Manistique, MI and Trail Creek, IN) 
        
STAGE: The Detroit District currently has 14 lamprey barrier or trap projects in various stages of planning and design 
throughout the Great Lakes basin.  Past funding levels have limited project delivery to construction of only two of these 
projects.  The GLFC has recently placed further efforts on hold for all but three (Galien River, Trail Creek, Manistique 
River) of the 12 projects not yet constructed.   
 
STATUS:  The Commission’s initial goal was to develop a partnership to construct 2-4 projects each year, with the 
long-term intention of constructing barriers on as many as 60 tributaries.  Construction was completed on the St. Marys 
River trap and the Carp Lake River barrier projects in FY06.  Only minimal carry-over funding will be available in FY07 
to complete design and coordinate review and approval of the Black Mallard and Schmidt Creek barriers in MI prior to 
placing on hold, and to complete design of the Trail Creek barrier in IN.   Non-Federal funding is being used to initiate 
real estate acquisition efforts for the Galien River, MI barrier.  FY08 funding would be used to start construction of the 
Trail Creek barrier and continue planning and design of the Manistique barrier. 
 
PROJECT MANAGER:  Dave Wright, (313) 226-3573, david.l.wright@usace.army.mil 
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