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Contract awarded for riverbank protection at Indiana University South Bend
Detroit – In partnership with Indiana University and through the efforts of Indiana’s elected representatives in the Senate and House of Representatives, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District, has awarded a contract to provide riverbank erosion protection and construction of a pedestrian bridge at the campus of Indiana University South Bend.    
The construction contract was awarded to Bayshore Contractors, LLC of Ludington, Mich., for more than $2 million, however, a significant portion of the work is expected to be accomplished by the Northern Indiana Construction Company of Mishawaka, Ind. as a subcontractor.
The project will protect approximately 900 lineal feet of riverbank along the north and south banks of the St. Joseph River in South Bend, Ind., from erosion.  The erosion protection will involve use of bio-engineered staked-in-place fiber roll surrounded with a polyethylene mesh netting exterior.  The project will also include construction of a 600-foot long, 10-foot wide pedestrian bridge, spanning both the St. Joseph River and Northside Boulevard.  The pedestrian bridge will connect the nearly 50-acre main Indiana University, South Bend campus with a 26-acre expansion site, allowing access between the existing campus and potential future campus expansion south of the river.    

“We are pleased with the outstanding relationship developed with Indiana University and look forward to continuing our partnership throughout the construction phase of this project,” said Carl Platz, project manager for the Corps of Engineers, Detroit District.  “In addition, this has come to fruition because the dedicated Congressional members from Indiana, past and present, have all fully supported the IU South Bend project to ensure it became a reality.”  

The Detroit District conducts many erosion protection projects throughout the Great Lakes Region under Section 14 of the Flood Control Act of 1946. Under this authority, a “non-federal project sponsor” is typically responsible for 35 percent of total project costs including planning, design, management and construction.  Specific inclusion of the pedestrian access features within this Section 14 project was included in the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996 and WRDA 1999.  For this project, Indiana University will serve as the non-federal project sponsor and is responsible for all project-related costs above the $1.4 million federal amount appropriated to date.  

The Detroit District’s Lake Michigan Area Office will supervise the construction project.  For additional information on this project call Carl Platz, project manager, at (616) 842-5510 ext. 25521.
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District civil works program encompasses 82,000 square miles of land inhabited by about 14 million people in Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Ohio.  The Corps operates and/or maintains 94 harbors.  Its mission includes real estate transactions, flood control, regulatory activities, disaster response, and mobilization readiness.  
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