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Today, residents fear that same body of water could bring about the death of

their small community.  SEND THIS PAGE )

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers hasits sights set on Zilwaukee
Township as a potential site for a 281-acre dredged material disposal
facility designed to hold 3.1 million cubic yards of material collected from
the river over a minimum 20-year period.

» PRINT THIS PAGE )

Toxins contained at the facility could become exposed to residents, erode
property values and deplete tax revenue, township officials say.

"It will basically bankrupt this township," said Sue A. Cameron, atownship
resident who is part of a committee investigating the corps findings. "We
have to launch a strong opposition or we're going to be out of luck."

The township board dove into the opposition during a Tuesday meeting,
unanimously approving a resolution declaring its objection to the dredged
material disposal facility without a more thorough study.

Engineers released an initial assessment of the project'simpact in May, but
now township leaders want more information before the siteis given a
green light.

Officials call the early report a"Reader's Digest” version of the examination
they want the corps to initiate.
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The initial study offers only vague information and leaves many questions
unanswered, Supervisor David F. Bradt said.

"We're calling for afull environmental statement,” said Cameron, whose
property on Melbourne is near the proposed site.

The 54-year-old believes the corpsis avoiding the task because such a
report would reveal severe environmental effects and prolong action while
more data were collected.

The corps'initial assessment a so designates an alternative site in Buena
Vista Township that Cameron says won't affect as many people.

Donn M. Rajaniemi's property on Melbourne neighbors the proposed site.

"I can't imagine anyone in favor of areeking, toxic mud pit next door,” he
said. "We need to stop this from happening.”

Terry A. Long, an official with the chief plan formulation branch of the
corps Detroit district, said both time and money are factorsin why
Zilwaukee Township is considered the primary option.

"We've been looking for asite for 25 years," he said. "Thisis a project way
overdue."

He added that the Buena Vista site would cost more because it's smaller and
would require more funding to build larger dikes to hold dredged material.

L ong disagrees with the concerned residents opinions that such a site would
have a substantial negative effect on the township economy.

A similar facility built in Holland afew years ago has had no drastic effects
on property values, he said.

The site's presence would help the overall mid-Michigan economy, he
added.

If asiteis approved in the summer, construction could begin as early as
spring of 2005.

Construction is estimated to cost $1.5 million.

No dredged material disposal facility is available on the Saginaw River, and
the prolonged absence of one could deter shipping companies from doing
business along the body of water, he added.

A decision by the corps could come as early as July, Long said.

Saginaw County has agreed to acquire the necessary real estate interests.
The appraised value of the 281 acres of land was $726,000 in 2004, the
corps report said.

An informational meeting will take place at 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 30, at
Saginaw Valley State University's Curtiss Hall, room C-100.

The meeting will feature officials from the corps and the Department of
Environmental Quality.

James A. Koski, county public works commissioner, said he hopes the
meeting dispels "bad information” he believes has circulated in the
community concerning the project.

Some of that bad information -- which he didn't want to repeat -- might
have contributed to some of the residents' worries.

"I understand their concerns,” he said of Zilwaukee Township residents.
"Up until you have that (meeting), you get rumors though."
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All paperwork and data collected dealing with the project is available for
the public to view in his office in the Saginaw County Courthouse, 111 S.
Michigan, he said. t

Justin Engel is a staff writer for The Saginaw News. Y ou may reach him at
776-9716.

© 2004 Saginaw News. Used with permission

FIND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

Select Newspaper: IPick One |

Select Category: |AnyCategory |

Select Time Frame:

AND Enter Keywords:

(Example: governor, capitol)

Go =D

The Best Local Classifieds: Jobs | Autos | Real Estate | Place An Ad

Special Home Delivery Offers!
Ann Arbor News | Bay City Times | Flint Journal
*r SUBSCRIEE — Grand Rapids Press | Jackson Citizen Patriot | Kalamazoo Gazette
| ———————— Muskegon Chronicle | Saginaw News

About Us | Help/Feedback | Advertise With Us

Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement. Please read our Privacy Policy.
©2004 MLive.com. All Rights Reserved.

@ A.d“r“:ﬂlm

Intermet

(Home | News iz | Travel | sports | Forums -Chat | Cams tRadio | Living | Entertaimment GEASSIFIEDS

Get The Best Local. ..
Jobs | Autos | Real Estate

All Classifieds | Place An Ad

http://www.mlive.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-11/108679081173800.xml?sanews?NECN (3 of 3) [6/10/2004 9:35:13 AM]


http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/ClassClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/RealEstClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/PlaceAdClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/AANewsClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/BCTimesClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/FlintJournalClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/GRPressClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/JaxC-PClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/KalGazetteClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/MusChronicleClick.html/
http://ads1.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/////ProxyLink/MICHIGANLIVE/MI_CLICK_03/SagNewsClick.html/
http://www.mlive.com/aboutus/
http://www.mlive.com/contactus/
http://www.mlive.com/mediakit/
http://www.mlive.com/useragreement/
http://www.mlive.com/privacypolicy/
http://www.mlive.com/
http://www.advance.net/
http://www.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/classifieds/
http://www.mlive.com/entertainment/
http://www.mlive.com/living/
http://www.mlive.com/live/
http://www.mlive.com/forums/
http://www.mlive.com/sports/
http://www.mlive.com/travel/
http://www.mlive.com/news/
http://www.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/jobs/
http://www.mlive.com/autos/
http://www.mlive.com/realestate/
http://www.mlive.com/classifieds/
http://www.mlive.com/placead/
http://ads2.udc.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/search/index.ssf//base/news-11/108679081173800.xml+sanews+NECN/649906965/Popup/default/empty.gif/39623466386166643430613235636530

	mlive.com
	Search


	LPLBBHKMCEHDHHBOCMOLBGKKJLDENFAK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: mlive
	f2: 
	f3: 06/10/04 06/09/04 06/08/04 06/07/04 06/06/04 06/05/04 06/04/04 06/03/04 06/02/04 06/01/04 05/31/04 05/30/04 05/29/04 05/28/04
	f4: 20
	f5: [ ]
	f6: Enter Keyword(s)

	f7: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 220
	f2: MI
	f3: Enter Category

	f4: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: mlive
	f3: [ ]
	f4: [ ]
	f5: [06/10/04]
	f6: 
	f7: 20

	f8: 




