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One of the industries affected by the low lake levels is the recreational boating I—
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m Because the marinas are a recreational business, dredging is not provided by
About WNDU the Army Corps of Engineers, but rather, the marinas have to pick up the tab

themselves. That can be a great cost to a small business.
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water levels here is how it affects these big cargo ships.
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Daily Email Headlines L7 . . \
maneuvering in the turn basin to try to get out, and sometimes they're hung

Subscribe | Unsubscribe

up.
JobsMichiana.com

Festival Guide So to compensate, the ships have to lighten the load. Many ships are coming in
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To throw a wrench into the situation, due to lack of funds, and the reallocation
of government spending, the Army Corps of Engineers will not be dredging the
harbor again any time soon. The next scheduled dredging could be as far
away as 2005. Kinney said that to dredge his area of the harbor himself would
cost around $40,000. He's had to do it before, but it may not be an option this
time around.

"The bottom line is, if the dredging stops, and this is no longer a commercial
port, everything is going to have to be trucked in, or brought in by rail. The
closest limestone quarries for concrete and asphalt that processes the way we
do now is out of lllinois. So you're taking away from Michigan jobs," says
Kinney.

"All I can do is stand here and hope and pray that we get some decent rain and
snow over the winter here or plead with the government to come down here
and do emergency dredging and try to keep us in business," said Kinney.

Congressman Fred Upton has been able to help with the dredging situation in
the past so businesses in the St. Joseph harbor are hoping he can pull those
strings again this year.
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