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Two projects expected to enhance Bellelde
State, federal funds will be used to clean lagoon, create a
spawning reef
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By Darren A. Nichols / The Detroit News

DETROIT -- Two projectsthat are
expected to enhance the natural habitat at
Belle Isle will be announced by Recreation
Department officials today.

One, to clean out the Blue Heron Lagoon, and another, to create a
sturgeon spawning reef in the waters near the island, will be announced
during a 1 p.m. press conference at the Belle Isle casino.

Both projects will total about $850,000 that will primarily be covered
by state and federal funding. The city's recreation department also will
provide some matching funds.

Alicia Minter, manager of Belle Isle for the city's recreation
department, said both projects will enhance Belle Isle and provide
educational opportunities for the nearly 8 million annual visitors.

The plans are also in line with amaster study which called for $180
million in improvements on the island, Minter said.

"Both of those pieces are great,” Minter said. "It shows the
commitment of the city to preserve the natural habitat and resources that
areon theidand. It just improves the jewel of Detroit, Belle Isle Park.”

The Blue Heron Lagoon is a 9-acre area on the northeastern end of
Belle Isle. The project will ensure the protection of aquatic plant species
such as Prairie Ladies Tresses, Pumpkin Ash and Sullivant's Milkweed.
Eventually the plan isto create a deep water fish habitat in the lagoon,
city officials said.

The sturgeon project will help provide badly needed spawning grounds
for the lake sturgeon, the largest fish in the Great L akes. Habitat where
the fish can reproduce has been steadily reduced for decades.

Mary Waterstone, president of the Friends of Belle Isle, said she
supports the projects.

"I don't think it will hurt theisland. It will enhance Belle Isle”
Waterstone said. "What people will be seeing is something that was
naturally there. We need to do everything we can do to preserve Belle Isle
and natural species.”

The Blue Heron Lagoon project is being funded by a $250,000 grant
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from the Michigan Coastal Management Program for ecological \
restoration. The recreation department will contribute another $100,000. I
The sturgeon project will cost about $500,000. The Michigan Coastal Vetro/State

Management program will provide $309,262 in funding and $110,000
from the Great Lakes Fishery Trust.
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