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Solomon Creek project could benefit from federal
funds

By James Conmy , Citizens' Voice Staff Writer 10/01/2003

A Sept. 24 vote by the U.S. House of Representatives could pay
dividends for residents living near Solomon Creek in South
Wilkes-Barre.

House Bill HR 2557 authorizes the United States Army Corps of Engineers to
undertake various improvement projects to rivers and harbors across the country.

The Wyoming Valley Levee Raising Project is on the Corps' list, but the project now
also includes improvements to the Solomon Creek channel, which could ease
Wilkes-Barre's financial burden for the project.

Although the bill still has to pass the U.S. Senate, and then President George W.
Bush's desk for a possible veto, Mayor Thomas McGroarty was optimistic Tuesday it
would be approved by both branches of the federal government and the project would
be under construction in 2004.

"Eighteen words is $15 million dollars in the federal budget," McGroarty said of the
language of the bill. "If they (Senate) were to pass that, it would be a very good thing.

"We're in the red zone, we're pretty far down the field," the mayor continued.

He credited Congressman Paul E. Kanjorski (D-11) for helping the city become part of
the valley's levee project.

If the Solomon Creek project were excluded from the larger flood protection endeavor,
there would have been a minimal chance the federal government would allocate
funding for the Wilkes-Barre creek, according to McGroarty.

He also admitted there is a chance the president or the Senate would shoot down the
bill, especially with the amount of U.S. troops in Iraq and the $87 billion needed to help
rebuild the Middle East country.

But if the measure passes, the city would be only responsible for 12.5 percent of the
$50 million Army Corps of Engineers estimate to widen the channel and construct new
retaining walls.

The mayor also predicted Hurricane Isabel would only increase the chances of the
Senate passing a bill allocating funds for flood protection.

However, even if the "worst case scenario" occurs and the Senate votes against the
bill, four new bridges would be built over wider channels at Barney, Regent, South
Franklin and Waller streets, the mayor insisted.

The cost for replacing the four bridges and expanding the channel near the streets is
approximately $8 million, but 80 percent of that cost is being picked up by the Federal
Highway Administration.
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PENNDOT is paying for 15 percent of the South Franklin Street and Waller Street
bridges.

McGroarty is working on the city's 2004 Office of Community Development budget and
assured money would be set aside for the four bridges and part of the city's local
share to widen the channel.

"I'm trying to get things in place," the outgoing mayor explained. "A lot of hard work
went into this."
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