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1989 continues to be dry across the basin, except for
Lake Superior. The reader is referred to the table
below of estimated precipitation during the month of

february.

Provisiomal Great Lakes Precipitation

(inches)
Michigan- Great Lakes
Superior Huron Erie Ontario Basin
1989 1.8 1.0 1.4 1.5 1.4
Average(1900-8B7) 1.4 1.7 2.1 2.4 1.8
Difference +0.4 -0.7 -0.7  -0.9 -0.4

X of Average 130% 60% 65% 60% 75%
* Estimated
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There was virtually no snow cover on the ground over
the southeastern hatf of the basin at the end of
February. Only Lake Superior and the northern portions
of the Lake Huron basins have near-average snowpacks.
Besed upon these conditions, only Lake Superior can be
expected to receive close to an average snowmelt runoff.
A resuitant seasonal rise in level will also depend on
the spring rainfall amounts.

The 30-day outlook for March calls for temperatures
and precipitation to be near normal basin-wide. The $0-
day outtook for the spring is for temperatures to be near
or ghove normal. Precipitation on the Great Lakes basin

is expected to be above normal.
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For Great Lakes basin technical assistance or information, please contact one of the following Corps

of Engineers District Offices:

For New York, Penn. & Qhio:

Colonel Hugh F. Boyd 111
Cdr, Buffalo District

For Mich., Minn. & Wisc.:

Colonel John D. Glass
Cdr, Detroit District

For lil. & Indigna:

LTC Jess J. Franco Jr.
Cdr, Chicago District

1776 Niagara Street P.O. Box 1027 219 8. Dearborn St.
Buffalo, NY 14207-3199 Detroit, Ml 48231-1027 6th Floor
(716) 876-5454, Ext. 2201 (313) 226-6440 or 6441 Chicago, IL 60604-1797

(312) 353-6400

Yhere was & minor ice retardation in the St. Clair
River towards the end of February which resulted in a
temporary minor increase in water level (by as much as
about two feet) aleng portions of the lower river. These
events do not normally sppear as late in the winter as
this event. Lakes Superior and Michigan-¥uren levels are
expected to remain close to long-term average over the
next six months, with Lakes St. Clair amd Erie remaining
somewhat sbove average. Lake Ontario lost groeund in
February relative to average levels and will not approach

long-term average until mid-summer, depending upon the

amounts of precipitation in the interim.
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