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All of the Great Lakes are high. Lakes Superior, Michigan-Huron, St. Clair
and Erie have again all set new monthly record high levels in January. For Lakes
superior and St. Clair, this is the fifth straight month that record highs have
been set; for Lakes Michigan-Huron, it is the fourth; and for Lake Erie, it is the
third, Lake Ontario, which had near-normal levels for much of 1985, began to rise
more sharply in November due to extremely heavy precipitation on its basin and the
continued large inflows from the upstream lakes. In December 1985, the IJC in-
structed its International St. Lawrence River Board of Control to invoke Criterion
(k) of its Order of Approval, effective upon the closing of the navigation season.
Criterion (k) requires that the lake be regulated so as to provide all possible
relief to riparians upstream and downstream of the control Structures.

The attached bulletin shows our projected levels for the period February 1, 1986
through July 31, 1986. All the upper Great Lakes are predicted to remain extremely
high for the next six months. The Lake Superior January monthly mean ievel was 601.47
feet, which is 1-3/4 inches above the previous January record of 601.33 feet, set in
1975. Lakes Michigan-Huron's January level was 580.46 feet, 6% inches above the
previous record of 579.92 feet that was set in 1973. Lake St. Clair and Lake Erie
levels were 576.12 feet and 572.45 feet, respectively. The Lake St. Clair level was
9 inches above its previous record of 575,37 feet, set in 1974. The Lake Erie level
was 3/4 inch above its previous record Janruary high level of 572.39 feet, that was
set in 1973, Continued high inflows from upstream and some local basin runoff in
January caused the Lake Ontario level to rise to 245.23 feet, or about 13% inches
above normal.

With Lake Superior at its maximum winter outflow setting and Lake Ontario
being regulated under Criterion (k), the two Great Lakes that can be regulated
are discharging the maximum flows possible while maintaining the integrity of the
river ice covers. Lakes Michigan-Huron and Frie have no control structures on their
outflow riverg. Tee jamming, and resultant flooding, in the lower St. Clair River
has been recurring because of the high water levels and climatic conditions such
as winds and temperature changes.,

The outlook is for all the lakes except Lake Ontario to remain near or above
record high levels at least through July 1986. Therefore, with just normal storm
activity over the lakes, extensive shoreland flooding and erosion can be expected
this spring,

The Corps of Engineers has authority under Public Law 84-99 to carry out pre-
ventive work prior to a flood threat to life and improved property. This program,
known as Advance Measures, was initiated on the Great Lakes early in 1985 at the
request of the Governors of Michigan and Ohio to counter the threat presented by
the high Great Lakes water levels. The program is underway at a number of sites
in these states,




4IﬁrMi¢higan;'five prbﬁects have been approved and are under contruction.ét
Luna Pier, Estral Beach, Detroit Beach in Frenchtown Township, and Labo Island and
Milleman in Brownstown Township. Five other projects are under consideration. In
Ohio;(threefprojeétsqhéve.bQEh‘apRrgﬁéd:[;REno_Beach/Howard Farms, Whites Landing
‘anijayview.:fOﬁly_tﬁe~Bayview;projedtiis’ﬁﬁder“coﬂstruction. Projects at all other
potential locations in both states either are ineligible or have been declined by
"the Communities. L S I S T : ' ‘ S :

. The Corps is also authorized to assist local communities in responding to
actual flooding situations.’ This includés'providingitechnical-assistance, supplies
and equipment and contracting, as necessary,:to supplement maximum state and local
efforts. Request for assistance should be directed through the local and state
disaster assistance agencies. T . ' o

For Great Lakes basin technical assistance or information, please contact one
of the following Corps of Engineers District Offices:

(1) States of New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio
Colonel Daniel R. Clark
Commander, Buffalo District
1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo, New York 14207-3199
(716) 876-5454 - Ext, 2201

(2) States of Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin
Colonel Robert F. Harris
Commander, Detroit District
Post Office Box 1027
Detroit, Michigan 48231-1027
(313) 226-6762

(3) States of Illinois and Indiana
Lisutenant Colonel Frank R. Finch
Commander, Chicago District
219 South Dearborn (6th Floor)
Chicago, Illinocis 60604-1797
(312) 353-6400

The "Help Yourself'" brochure, which contains information on shoreland damage
causes and some protective measures is available from the District Offices listed
above or from this office:

North Central Divisien
536 5. Clark Street
Chicago, Illinois 60605-1592

These updates will be continued for the next few months to provide additional
information on the actions being taken to help alleviate high water level conditions
and to provide flood protection and assistance.

rigadier General, USA
Commanding




