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DNR, local authorities weighing ways to protect watershed
Associated Press

OSHKOSH, Wis. - The state Department of Natural Resources will study
ways to prevent exotic species from entering the Lake Winnebago system
to help protect its fish once the Fox River locks reopen.

The plan would keep nonnative fish species such as white perch and goby
out of lakes and waterways after the renovated locks create a navigable
waterway from Green Bay into the Fox Cities.

Among the ideas to prevent exotics from making their way up the Fox
River are placing a pool of poisoned water between two closed locks, or
setting up boat sanitizing stations to ensure nasty species don't hitch aride.

DNR Upper Fox Basin Team Leader Rob McClennan said the Winnebago
system fishery isworth "many millions of dollarsto the local economy.
"That needs to be protected.”

But at least one group opposes the reopening of the locks entirely. Fond du
Lac-based Walleyes for Tomorrow vows to sue the state if it comes up with
an exotics exclusion plan that would threaten clean water standards.

"If whoever comes up with a plan that is not foolproof, we'll seethem in
federal court,” group chairman Mike Arrowood said. "WEe'l sue the state of
Wisconsin to protect this watershed. That's the bottom line."

The U.S. Corps of Engineers has not yet turned over the locks to the state,
and years of restoration are needed before the lock system can create a
navigable waterway.

Thereis no timeline for developing a plan, but officials already are
weighing concerns.

White perch are a particular threat to local waterways. The fish can
dominate habitats and consume hative species food. Once they enter a
nonnative water body, they are there to stay.

The Outagamie County Board has aready approved aresolution calling for
an environmental impact statement on the threat of exotic fish species, and
the Winnebago County Board asked the DNR to come up with a plan.

Arrowood said Walleyes and other conservation groups consider leaving
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the locks closed the only way to keep exotic species out of the system.

"If these invasive species ever get into the lake, you can't get them out,”
Arrowood said, pointing to other species that have aready infiltrated Lake
Michigan, such as zebra mussels and destructive aquatic weeds. "They're
here. There's nothing you can do about them."
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