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L akes protection group
unveils goals

By DEANNA WENIGER
Times Herald

Unfazed by federal opposition to Lake St. Clair
becoming the sixth Great Lake, champions of the
waterway continued Tuesday to work to get it noticed in
Congress.

Members of the Lake St. Clair/St. Clair River
Management Plan Advisory Committee met in the
Thomas Edison Inn in Port Huron to review a draft of
goals for the waterways. The plan should be in the
hands of federal lawmakers for review after September.

"We're trying to elevate Lake St. Clair and give it the
attention it needs," said Mike Donahue, president of the
Great Lakes Commission. "This will provide Congress
with a sense of what the unmet needs are."

The management plan was authorized by Congress
through Rep. David Bonior, D-Mount Clemens, in 1999
and paid for with a $400,000 grant.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Great
Lakes Commission are working to get governments,
environmental groups and the general public in Canada
and the United States to collaborate their efforts into
one all-inclusive plan.

Members of these groups were present Tuesday as the
commission unveiled its 11 goals for the waterways
and sought comment.

Several made it clear they did not want the effort to end
with the plan.

"(Groups) should know that they've been identified to
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take the lead so we don't have recommendations going
nowhere," said Gerry Murphy, supervisor of planning
with Chatham/Kent in Ontario.

Donahue assured them the plan eventually would be
put to work.

The committee agreed the plan set some lofty goals,
such as Goal 4: "Water is safe for body contact at all
times."

"You see these ships coming into Chemical Valley from
all parts of the world, and heaven help us if we have a
spill," said Frank Schoonver, a member of the St. Clair
County Water Quality Board.

The chapters broke down the vision into attainable
goals, such as installing real-time monitoring stations to
assure rapid detection of spills.

m Contact Deanna Weniger at (810) 326-1231 or
dweniger@porthuro.gannett.com.
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