
Trash stacks up on Gull Island 
Volunteer may quit pick up since many leave huge mess 
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   HARRISON TOWNSHIP -- Tom Cleaver has 
removed loads of trash from Gull Island weekly 
since late May, but the president of the We Are 
Here Foundation may end his efforts to keep the 
place clean.  
   Since Cleaver placed green, 55-gallon cans on 
the popular party island this spring, visitors rarely 
bothered to remove full trash bags. Bottles, cans, 
wrappers and decaying food spill onto the ground. 
Cleaver said he even has received calls from 
people complaining that he is not removing the 
trash.  
   "It's just sad. It makes me wonder about 
volunteerism. This is the first time there has been 
continual trash removal from Gull Island," said 
Cleaver, who volunteered to help clean the unoccupied island in northern 
Lake St. Clair. Now he voices regret that more users haven't pitched in to 
keep the island clean.  
   The man-made island is about five miles east of Harrison Township's 
Metro Beach Metropark. Each June for the past 27 years, it has been the 
site of a large, summer bash called the Jobbie Nooner party -- which has 
become a wild gathering with more than 500 boats and thousands of 
people.  
   Parties are held most other summer weekends. And each Monday, 
Cleaver and volunteers with the We Are Here Foundation take a 33-foot 
cruiser to Gull Island to remove trash left by the partygoers. The 
volunteers wade ashore, bag and remove the trash by floating it through 
the water. They then balance it on the boat for the one-hour ride back to 
Harrison Township, where it's placed into a large Dumpster near the dock.  
   Cleaver said he and his team have hauled more than 160 bags of garbage 
-- weighing an estimated 6,800 pounds overall.  
   Cleaver placed trash cans on the island during the Nautical Coast Clean-
Up of waterfront areas this spring. Each can lists the name and phone 
number to the We Are Here Foundation and a request for people to 
remove bagged trash from the island.  
   But few bags have been removed, he said.  
   The four-acre island is owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, but 
the Corps isn't responsible for policing or tidying the island.  

Helping out  
     
   The We Are Here Foundation 
is a volunteer organization 
which accepts donated cars and 
boats to raise money for Lake 
St. Clair clean up and 
environmental education efforts. 
The organization also takes 
used computers from 
corporations and gives them to 
local schools. To find out more 
about the organization, call 
(586) 778-2143 or visit its Web 
site at 
www.weareherefoundation.com.  
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   "(Boaters) are supposed to pick up after themselves," said Lynn Duerod 
of the corps. "His (Cleaver's) efforts are going to be missed by people who 
enjoy the island."  
     
 
You can reach Edward L. Cardenas at (586) 468-0529 or 
ecardenas@detnews.com.  

 


