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Posthumus, Engler split on drilling

SITE INDEX Candidate seeks continued ban on slant method
ggggﬁage By George Weeks / The Detroit News
O TRAVERSE CITY -- Inasplit with Gov. John Engler, Lt. Gov. Dick
- Sports Talk Posthumus flew to three shoreline cities Monday to call for a continued
=Lions Talk . . . S
*Tiger Talk ban on new leases for directional oil and gas drilling under the Great
=Wings Talk Lak%
®Car Talk : i i i
=Tech Talk "It's always tough to disagree with the governor,” the Republican
Horoseope gubernatorial hopeful said in an interview with a backdrop of sailboats on
Lottery Grand Traverse Bay. "But the benefits (of drilling) are so little -- not as

eather . "
Staff great astherisks.

Posthumus joins all five Democratic gubernatorial candidatesin

NEWS opposing directional, or slant, drilling from shoreline rigs.
/:ggosrides There already are seven such drilling operations along Lake Michigan
Business and Lake Huron. But Posthumus said his cost-benefit analysis indicates
Sareers new sites would not be worth shoreline risksto local groundwater in view
Columnists of only "negligible" production.
Detrort Hismry Engler in 1997 imposed a moratorium on granting of new permits,
Editorials pending a study of risks by the Michigan Environmental Science Board
Metro / State and implementation of its recommended safeguards. He now says
mLivingston safeguards are in place.
Oakland "Posthumus took the only politically smart slant,” said Lansing pollster
o Berot Ed Sarpolus, whose EPIC/MRA surveys show strong opposition to any
Nation / World kind of drilling under the Great L akes.

=Death Notices
Politics / Govt.

Posthumus last year blind-sided Engler by coming out in support of the
school voucher proposition that Engler successfully opposed. Nor did

Egﬁgﬁfﬁme Posthumus inform Engler last week in advance of sending aletter to
S ol Repors university presidents urging them to reconsider recently announced tuition
Technology INCreases.

He did inform Engler before announcing his drilling position. "He said
SPORTS he just disagreed," Posthumus said.
L Posthumus said he shares Engler's objection to Democratic efforts on
:;ieséov@fégflﬁ o Capitol H|_II to impose afederal ban on Great Lakes drilling. .
»Shock/WNBA "If we give Washington the power today to tell us whether we can drill

=Tigers/Baseball
=MSU
=U-M

or not, they will be powerful enough tomorrow to send our water to New
Mexico and Arizona," he said.
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