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Ap wire  his parents’ 21-foot Sea Ray, Mr.
Kreft has clipped underwater logs in Laura Chalwick of Edgewater Drive in Point Place
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"You really have to watch where you go - you have to follow the buoys, and

GHenera‘ watch for logs," the 19-year-old Beverly Drive resident said last week while
°T®S " launching the boat at the Walbridge Park ramp.
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Jobs  And forecasters say Lake Erie, which is about 10 inches below where it was at
Boating and Recreation  this time last year, has passed its peak for the season.
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; that kept the water levels up in the lower lakes," said Cynthia Sellinger, a
obituaries  physical scientist with the Great Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory.
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Lake Erie’s south shore and parts of northern Michigan as having been
"abnormally dry," the mildest stage on its drought scale.
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though so far the Great Lakes have approached neither that low nor the record
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The conditions pose a severe challenge for boaters, she remarked, especially
when westerly winds amplify the situation by pushing water away from Lake
Erie’s west end.

"It is passable for people who know what they’'re doing,” Ms. Chalwick said
yesterday. "But for novice boaters, well, it's probably good for the people who
sell props."

Marshall Gill, the operations manager at Toledo Beach Marina in LaSalle
Township, Michigan, said about two boats come in each weekend for propeller
work or other repairs associated with hitting sandbars or underwater obstacles.

"l don’t know that that’s more or less than last year, but it's steady,” Mr. Gill
said.

The boat owners, he added, usually can't believe they have hit anything until
their boat is hoisted out of the water and the evidence is there.

Since the lakes began dropping rapidly during the late 1990s, authorities have
cautioned mariners to carry current charts and proceed carefully in shallow
water because of the increased risk from submerged hazards.

A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers forecast calls for Lake Erie to drop 9 more
inches by the end of September.

Ms. Sellinger said autumn is when the lakes evaporate fastest, because cooler
air blowing over warm water enhances that effect.

When the lakes don’t ice over, or don’t stay iced over for long in the winter,
evaporation continues, she said.

What the Great Lakes region needs for the downward trend to reverse itself,
Ms. Sellinger said, is "a normal snow pack and a lot of ice cover" during the
winter.

Blade staff writer Brian Crocker contributed to this report.

s -

-] Printer-friendly version " Forum on this topic_
=

rLl'_J 'J'L_—“"Ij-I

=" Email this to a friend View the Other keyword index

=l View the Latest News keyword index

Related articles:

City of Toleda Ohio News
Colleges & Universities Other

Courts Politics

Crime Regional News
Environment Suburban News
Fires Transportation
K-12 Education Weather

http://www.tol edoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/artikkel ?2Avis=TO& Dato=20010725& Kategori=... 7/30/2001



toledoblade.com Page 3 of 3

Michigan News
Minority Issues

I | Millions of people are on the Internet

JUBLBSILIBADE

©2001 The Blade. Privacy and Security Statement . By using this service, you accept the terms of our visitor agreement : Please read

The Toledo Blade Company, 541 N. Superior St., Toledo, OH 43660, (419) 724-6000
To contact a specific department or an individual person, click here.

http://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/artikkel ?2Avis=TO& Dato=20010725& Kategori=... 7/30/2001



