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Lower water levels in Great Lakes cause 
reduced volume of shipping cargo 

Statewire 

DULUTH, Minn. (AP) -- Low water levels in the Great Lakes have led 
to a decrease in cargo tonnage shipped through the Port of Duluth-
Superior this season in virtually all commodity categories.  

Total waterborne commerce of 4.2 million tons through April 
represents a 2.9 percent decrease compared to last year, according the 
Duluth Seaway Port Authority.  

Coal shipments totaled 1.94 million metric tons, as opposed to 1.97 
million metric tons last year. After 1.85 million metric tons of iron ore 
shipped through April last year, only 1.77 million tons have come 
through in 2001.  

Bulk grain, historically the port' s third-leading commodity, exhibited 
the only increase.  

Low Great Lakes water levels have forced ships to sail light to avoid 
striking bottom. While record spring rain has raised Lake Superior' s 
water level, it still remains about 6 inches below average. Lake Huron 
and Lake Michigan remained nearly 2 feet below average through 
April.  

For large domestic vessels, each inch of lost water level equals about 
270 tons of cargo.  
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