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Snow, ice could be good for Great Lakes shipping

Last Updated: Dec. 26, 2000 at 1:35:18 p.m.

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) - Winter storms that have hit the upper Midwest states
and Canada could increase water levels in the Great Lakes and help shipping
companies profit.

An increase in water levels would allow ships to carry more cargo and marinas
to sell more gas and dock space to small boat owners who were grounded by
the low lake levels.

"Maybe there's some dividends down the road for us," Stuart Theis, president of
Oglebay Norton Marine Services Co., told The Blade for a story Tuesday. The
company had to cut its freighters' loads by 10 percent this year.

During recent winters, there hasn't been enough snow and ice to replenish the
Great Lakes.

Water levels dropped from near-record highs in the late 1990s to drastic lows
this year. Warm temperatures aid evaporation and prevent snowfalls that feed
water back into the lakes.

Continuing snowfalls are good for Lake Erie, said Frank Quinn, a senior
hydrologist with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Great
Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory in Ann Arbor, Mich.

And a cold, snowy winter in Minnesota, Michigan, Wisconsin and western
Ontario will help replenish Lake Superior, the largest of the Great Lakes. It is at
its lowest water level since the 1920s.

GO JS Online Features List

1 of 2 1/3/01 10:55 AM

JS Online: Snow, ice could be good for Great Lakes shipping wysiwyg://14/http://www.jsonline.com/wi...00/wi--greatlakeslevels122600133518.asp



Advertising
Opportunities:

Need Help?

Searching Archives
Site Topics
Table of Contents
Contact Staff
Subscriptions

its lowest water level since the 1920s.

Lake Superior has experienced the steepest decline since October 1999,
retreating 7 inches. Lakes Michigan and Huron dropped 6 inches during the
past year, according to federal measurements.

Commercial ship operators, who transport coal, iron ore, stone and grain
between Detroit, Chicago, Cleveland, and other ports, were forced to lighten
their loads.

Al Vanagas, general manager of ship management for Algoma Central Marine,
said the biggest problem for cargo ships has been the St. Mary's River, which
flows into Lake Huron from Lake Superior.

The river has been two feet below its average water levels.

"It has cost us millions of dollars," Vanagas said. "The customer pays by the
ton, and our fixed costs for operating the vessels don't change."

November figures show U.S. lake ships moved 102.8 million tons of materials
this season, up 1.4 million tons over the same time last year.

But it took more trips because vessels had to be lighter to stay afloat in shallow
waters.

The big boats aren't the only ones affected by low water.

Ottawa River Yacht Club commodore Mike Cassidy said Toledo marinas lost
$250,000 in fuel sales this year because small boats couldn't use the Ottawa
River and other recreational waterways.

Dock rentals also dropped, he said.

On the Net:

Great Lakes Information Network: http://www.great-lakes.net

Great Lakes Commission: http://www.glc.org

BACK TO TOP

© Copyright 2001, Journal Sentinel Inc. All rights reserved. Produced by Journal Interactive | Privacy Policy

GO JS Online Features List

2 of 2 1/3/01 10:55 AM

JS Online: Snow, ice could be good for Great Lakes shipping wysiwyg://14/http://www.jsonline.com/wi...00/wi--greatlakeslevels122600133518.asp


