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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
North Pumphouse and Well Drilling Project 
Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 

Town of Russell 
Bayfield County, Wisconsin 

 
 
Introduction:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District (USACE), proposes 
funding assistance to the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, 
Bayfield County, Wisconsin, for construction of a new pumphouse, two 10-inch wells and the 
repurposing of two existing pump-houses (Figure 1). 
 
Project Authority:  The cost reimbursement is being accomplished under the Northern 
Wisconsin Environmental Infrastructure and Resource Protection and Development Program as 
authorized by Section 154 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2001 (Public Law 106-
554) as amended by Section 119 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2005 (Public Law 
108-447).  This program authorizes the Secretary of the Army to provide assistance in the form 
of design, construction, and reconstruction assistance for water-related environmental 
infrastructure and resource protection and development projects in northern Wisconsin, 
including projects for navigation and inland harbor improvement and expansion, wastewater 
treatment and related facilities, water supply and related facilities, environmental restoration, 
and surface water resource protection and development.  For the current project, the Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin will use approximately $470,000 of the 
Section 154 funding. 
 
Project Purpose and Need:  The Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of 
Wisconsin Reservation is currently supplied potable water by two pumphouses which are out of 
date and no longer provide the reliability and capacity necessary to meet the community’s 
potable water needs (Figures 1 and 2).  There are no nearby communities or water systems that 
can be utilized as a back-up water supply sources to meet the community’s needs.  Thus, tribal 
decision makers determined that a new pumphouse with supporting infrastructure is needed to 
meet current and future needs of the community.   
 
Alternatives and Proposed Action: Project alternatives considered include:  1) No Action,  
2) Replace Pumphouse, and 3) Rehabilitate Pumphouses. Alternative 1 was rejected as it would 
not solve the problem of the outdated and unreliable water infrastructure that is currently used by 
the tribe.  Alternative 3 was rejected as it would not result in the consolidation of water supply 
operations to a single location. The recommended alternative is Alternative 2 because it will 
consolidate water supply operations in one location, simplifying operations and maintenance as 
well as increasing the capacity of the water system.   
 
Alternative 2 includes construction of a new pumphouse (“New North Pumphouse”) on New 
Housing Road (Figure 2), the drilling of two 10-inch wells, and the repurposing of the two 
existing pumphouses.  The repurposing of the Old North Pumphouse and the Old South 
Pumphouse (Figure 3) will consist of the removal of all water infrastructure components and 
the structures being left intact; their future use will be decided at a later date.  The abandonment 
of the four existing wells will include removal of pumps and accessories with the wells being 
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filled with appropriate material.  Construction activities would also include associated 
mechanical systems, connecting water lines, electrical system, driveway and parking area, and 
other appurtenant features.  The recommended project alternative would meet the project’s 
purpose and need by increasing the reliability and capacity of the Red Cliff Reservation’s 
potable water supply.  
 

 
Figure 1.  Locations of pumphouses to be repurposed and location of new pumphouse to be built. 
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The proposed New North Pumphouse location is near the location of the Old North 
Pumphouse. Various surface and subsurface disturbances have occurred at the site in 
association with construction of the Old North Pumphouse and pumphouse access road.  
Disturbances associated with the constructing the new pumphouse would occur at the end of 
the current Old North Pumphouse access road (Figure 2).  The proposed New North 
Pumphouse building will be a single story structure.  Subsurface disturbances would occur in 
association with the building footings and associated electrical and water infrastructure.  The 
structure would occupy approximately 900 square feet (Figure 2).  In addition, minor tree 
removal may occur along the edge of the clearing and / or along the existing access road 
(Figure 2).  The sponsor is responsible for obtaining and maintaining all required permits to 
construct the project and operate the site as a condition of receiving funding reimbursement 
under the Section 154 program.  
 
Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences:  Review of the proposed action 
indicates that Federal assistance for infrastructure improvements on the Red Cliff Indian 
Reservation would not result in significant adverse environmental effects.  Nor would the 
project be expected to result in any significant cumulative or long-term adverse environmental 
effects.  Adverse effects would be minor, limited primarily to short-term noise and air 
emissions during construction.   
 
The pumphouse replacement will provide a reliable water supply with emergency supply 
capacity to the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin community 
and businesses and will provide water supply for fire protection.  Construction of a new 
pumphouse will provide reduced operation and maintenance cost, and greater equipment 
reliability. 
 
Fish and Wildlife Habitat:  No significant fish or wildlife species have been identified that 
would be affected by the proposed action.  The project would have negligible effects on fish 
and wildlife as the project will occur in an urban area and along existing rural road and utility 
rights-of-way.  Woodlands adjacent to parts of the project would harbor wildlife, but such 
wildlife would be accustomed to noise and traffic and would not be unduly disturbed by 
construction activities.  
 
Endangered and Threatened Species:  Federal listings under the Endangered Species Act for 
Bayfield County, Wisconsin, as of March 2012, include:  Canada lynx (threatened), Kirtland’s 
warbler (endangered), and Fassett’s locoweed (threatened).  While no resident populations of 
the Canada lynx are known from Wisconsin, the species occasionally occurs in northern 
forested areas, and Bayfield County is one of several counties with the higher likelihood of 
occurrence.  Habitat for the Kirtland’s warbler included young jack pine stands (5 to 25 years 
old) and habitat for the Fassett’s locoweed is open sandy lakeshores; these habitats are not 
present at the site.  Therefore, the USACE has determined that the pumphouse construction 
project would have no effect on federally-listed species. 
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     Figure 2.  Location of Old North Pumphouse and proposed location of new pumphouse 
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     Figure 3.  Location of Old South Pumphouse
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Wetlands and Water Quality:  There are no wetlands in the areas to be affected by the proposed 
pumphouse project construction.  No significant adverse impacts on water quality are anticipated.  
During construction, the contractor would be required to control on-site runoff as necessary to 
prevent soil erosion from the construction areas.  The project would provide benefits to the 
immediate project area of improved drinking water quality and quantity, with emergency backup 
capabilities.  
 
Flood Plain:  The proposed action complies with the Federal Executive Order on Flood Plain 
Management (E.O. 11988) because the project site is outside the 100-year floodplain (as 
designated under the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s National Flood Insurance 
Program) and would not encourage floodplain development, nor would it impact flood stages.   
 
Cultural Resources:  The project area has been reviewed for cultural resources pursuant to the 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  There are no properties listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places that would be affected by the proposed project construction.    
 
The Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) 
reviewed the project pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4 of the National Historic Preservation Act and 
has concurred with the USACE’s determination (dated June 26, 2013) that no historic 
properties would be affected.  
 
Additionally, the Lac Du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer expressed concerns (dated June 3, 2013) with any impacts to historic and 
cultural properties located within the project area of potential effect as the project is located 
within areas that have been previously been occupied by the Northern Ojibwe Bands.  After 
further consultation with the tribe, they asked to be sent a copy of the Environmental 
Assessment for this project and to be notified if any cultural resources are discovered.   
 
There are requirements in all construction contracts (where Section 154 reimbursements would 
be applied) for the protection of cultural resources discovered during construction.  These 
provisions shall include, at a minimum, the requirement to cease all work in the immediate area 
of any discovered cultural resource until the situation is properly evaluated, and the 
requirement to immediately provide verbal and written notice to the Red Cliff Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin and Government in the event of such discovery.  
Upon receipt of notice that cultural resources have been discovered, the Government, pursuant 
to its responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act, must authorize further 
action or study before construction may continue.  If the Government concludes that such 
discovery warrants consultation under the National Historic Preservation Act, the Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians shall participate as a consulting party.  In such a case, 
construction shall not continue until the Government sends written notification to the Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. 
 
Recreation, Noise, and Aesthetics:  The project would not have significant adverse effects on 
recreation, noise, or aesthetics.  Temporary adverse affects on aesthetics will be experienced 
during construction from barricades, heavy equipment operation, road excavation, and noise 
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associated with construction.   To help minimize noise impacts, all motorized construction 
equipment is required to have approved noise reduction equipment.  All materials hauled to and 
from the project sites would use approved hauling routes and abide by local, state, and federal 
requirements.   
 
Air Quality:  Effects on air quality would arise from emissions of equipment used to construct 
the proposed project.  All equipment would be required to meet emission standards and 
emissions are expected to be minor.  Construction of the proposed project would be short term.  
Thus, the proposed project would be exempted as de minimis (Latin for ‘of minimal 
importance’) and meet the Conformity Requirements under Section 176(c) of the Clean Air 
Act, as amended, and 40 C.F.R. 93.153. 
 
Coastal Zone Management:  The proposed project is within the coastal zone (as defined by the 
Wisconsin Coastal Management Program), but would have no adverse effects on the waters of 
Lake Superior because the project consists of water supply improvements that do not affect 
coastal resources.  Coastal resources will be protected from potential construction impacts by 
use of storm water and erosion control measures that would be in effect for the duration of 
project construction and until remaining soil areas are re-vegetated to provide natural erosion 
control.  Therefore, since the project would have no adverse effect on the coastal zone and 
would be “consistent to the maximum extent practicable” (as defined in 16 U.S.C. 1456, 
Coastal Zone Management Act) with the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program. 
 
Cumulative Impacts:  The proposed funding assistance to the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin for construction of a new pumphouse and two 10-inch wells 
would not result in significant cumulative or long-term adverse environmental impacts.  The 
project would provide benefits in combination with other improvement projects on the Red 
Cliff Reservation, including previous funding assistance the USACE participated in under the 
Section 154 program for the Walking Shield subdivision project and for the HWY 13 Sewer 
and Water Extension project. 
 
Other Resources:  The project would not have a significant adverse impact on community 
cohesion, desirable community growth, tax revenues, property values, public facilities, public 
services, regional growth, employment or the labor force, business and industrial activity, 
farmland, or man-made resources; nor would the project cause displacement of people. 
 
Early Coordination Comments:  Project information was provided by USACE to the Red 
Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribal Historic Preservation Office, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), 
and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  The EPA provided an email noting they 
did not intend to comment on this project (dated May 6, 2013).  The FWS concurred with the 
determination of no effect to listed species (dated May 7, 2013).  These agencies will also be 
receiving a copy of the Environmental Assessment for review and comment. 
 
Conclusions and Determinations:  The proposed environmental assistance to the Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, Bayfield County, Wisconsin, has been 
reviewed pursuant to the following Acts and Executive Orders: Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956; 
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Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1958; National Historic Preservation Act of 1966; 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969; Clean Air Act of 1970; Executive Order 11593, 
Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment, May 1971; Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972; Endangered Species Act of 1973; Clean Water Act of 1977; 
Executive Order 11988, Flood Plain Management, May 1977; and Executive Order 11990, 
Wetland Protection, May 1977.  The proposed funding assistance for the proposed 
infrastructure improvements has been found to be in compliance with these Acts and Executive 
Orders for this phase of the study. 
 
This Environmental Assessment has been prepared in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the Council on Environmental Quality, Regulations for 
Implementing the Procedural Provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (40 CFR 
Parts 1500-1508); and the USACE, Policy and Procedure for Implementing NEPA (33 CFR 
Part 230). 
 
This Environmental Assessment concludes that:  
 
 1) there are no significant cumulative or long-term adverse environmental impacts 
associated with the proposed environmental assistance to the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, Bayfield County, Wisconsin;  
 
 2) the project benefits outweigh the minor, temporary impacts that may result; and  
 
 3) the project does not constitute a major Federal action significantly affecting the quality 
of the human environment. 
 
Public Review and Preliminary Determination:  This Environmental Assessment will be 
made available for a 30-day public review to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, the Red Cliff Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin Tribal Historic Preservation Office, Native 
American interests, and other Federal, state, and local agencies, interested groups, and 
individuals.  Following this period and a review of the comments received, the USACE, 
District Engineer will make a final determination regarding the necessity of preparing an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed environmental infrastructure assistance 
project. 
 
Based on the conclusions of this Environmental Assessment, it appears that preparation of an 
EIS will not be required.  Therefore, a Preliminary Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
is included in the following section of this Environmental Assessment.  If, after public review 
of this Environmental Assessment, the District Engineer determines that an EIS is not 
necessary, the Preliminary FONSI would be finalized and signed, and the proposed assistance 
provided. 
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Preliminary Finding Of No Significant Impact 
 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Detroit District, has assessed the potential environmental impacts associated with 
providing funding assistance to the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of 
Wisconsin for construction of a new pumphouse and appurtenant features.  This work is being 
accomplished under the Northern Wisconsin Environmental Infrastructure and Resource 
Protection and Development Program as authorized by Section 154 of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2001 (Public Law 106-554) as amended by Section 119 of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2005 (Public Law 108-447).  
 
Project alternatives considered include:  1) No Action, 2) Replace Pumphouse, and  
3) Rehabilitate Pumphouses.  The recommended alternative is Alternative 2, which includes 
construction of a pumphouse, connecting pipeline, and appurtenant features, the drilling of two 
10-inch wells, and the repurposing of the existing pumphouses.  The recommended project 
alternative would meet the project’s purpose and need by increasing the reliability and capacity 
of the Red Cliff Reservation’s potable water supply. 
 
An Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed environmental assistance project has 
been completed.  The EA indicates the project would not result in significant short-term, long-
term, or cumulative adverse environmental effects.  Adverse effects would be minor, limited 
primarily to short-term noise and air emissions from construction.  
 
The proposed action complies with Federal Executive Order 11988 on Flood Plain 
Management because it is outside the 100-year floodplain, would not encourage floodplain 
development, and would not impact flood stages.  The proposed project is within the coastal 
zone (as defined by the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program), but would have no adverse 
effects on the waters of Lake Superior; therefore, it would be “consistent to the maximum 
extent practicable” (as defined in 16 U.S.C. 1456, Coastal Zone Management Act) with the 
Wisconsin Coastal Management Program. 
 
Review of the proposed environmental assistance and the comments received during public 
review of the EA indicates that the project does not constitute a major Federal action 
significantly affecting the human environment; therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement 
will not be prepared.  
 
 
 
 
________________       _____________________________ 
Date Signed       Robert J. Ells 
         Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army 
                                                                                       District Engineer 
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