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 We face a crisis of harbor survival!
 Harbor after harbor will close without 
dredging!

 Record low water & no dredging since 
‘10!
F d l ’ IV d i ill h ff! Federal govt’s IV drip still shut-off!

 No additional funding expected in 
2013!2013!

 2014 funding is ???



 Federal:  Ramp Bills HR 335/S 238
Water Resource Development Act

 Local: Local communities funding.

 State: Michigan taking emergency 
dredging action.



Ramp Act Bill S. 218
Senate Co-Sponsors – Nationwide 31 of 100

Michigan 2 Minnesota 2
New York 2 Pennsylvania 1
Ohio 2 Illinois 0
Wisconsin 2 Indiana 0

Total of 11 of 16



Ramp Act Bill HR 335
Rep. Co-Sponsoring Nationwide 87 of 435

Michigan 10 of 14 Indiana 2 of 9
Ohio 5 of 16 Pennsylvania 3 of 18
New York 5 of 27 Illinois 2 of 18
Wisconsin 3 of   8 Minnesota 0 of 18

Total 30 of 118



I d d i h S Introduced in the Senate.
 Right way to “fix” the dredging 

blproblem.
 Too early to assess possible passage.
 Not likely to help before 2015.
 Need to monitor/support possible / pp p

success.



 In 2012, some harbor communities raised 
one time emergency dredging funds:

L l d Mi N B ff l MiLeland, Mi. New Buffalo, Mi
Arcadia, Mi Pentwater, Mi.

 Some communities considering “Special 
Assessment District” to raise on-going fundsAssessment District  to raise on going funds.



 Governor, Senate, and House have recognized 
the impact this crisis could have on State’s 
economy and image.

 I asked for and got a meeting on 1/28/13 
with key State directorswith key State directors.

 Received positive support for: Received positive support for:
1) Mi. Governor and Council of Great Lakes  

Govs. To help move D.C.p



2) Emergency State funding for 2013.) g y g
3) Provide dredging funds in 2014 and

beyond from State budget.y g
4) State lead in Master Plan each year for all  

dredging needs.
5) Streamline permit, spawning moratorium, 

grant processes.
6) Present the State’s plan to Michigan

harbors at Coalition Meeting 2/27/2013.



1) Redirect 2013 waterways project funds to 
d d iemergency dredging.

2) Supplement 2013 Budget for additional 
fundingfunding.

3) Streamline permit processes.
4) Budget dredging fund for 2014 and g g g

beyond as contingency for Federal Gov’t 
failure to act.

) Focus is “No Harbors or Waterways are5) Focus is No Harbors or Waterways are
Closed”



 Admin., Senate, and House agreement on 
“Source/amount of Funding”.

P i i i i d d i b h b d S Prioritizing dredging by harbor and State 
facility.

 Working arrangement with Army Corps.

 Critical timing to be ready to dredge come 
spring.p g



A t C liti t f h l i D C Act on Coalition requests for help in D.C.

T t 100% t f Bill /WRDA b Target 100% support of Bills/WRDA by your 
Federal Senators/Representatives.

 Make “crowd noise” with press/tv/contacts.



 Get your Governor to act—use Michigan as a 
“benchmark”!benchmark !

 Call, email, write Governor, Senator, 
Representative, DNR, ACOE for emergency 
h l !help!

 Invite the above and press for local onsite look!
 Argue the cascading economic impact on local Argue the cascading economic impact on local 

(and State) economy & viability!
 Prepare for local fund raising, include advocate 

orgs and consider “special assessmentorgs., and consider special assessment 
district”!




