
HARBOR INFRASTRUCTURE INVENTORIES 
St. Joseph Harbor, Michigan 

 

 
 

Harbor Location: St. Joseph, Michigan is located on the east shore of Lake Michigan, 60 miles east of 
Chicago, IL and 24 miles south of South Haven, MI 
 

Authority: Rivers & Harbors Acts of 3 Mar 1875, 14 Jun 1880, 3 Mar 1899, 30 Aug 1935, 2 Jun 1937, Mar 
1945, 3 Jul 1958. 
 

Project Description: St. Joseph Harbor is a deep draft commercial harbor with over 5,300 feet of structures 
including piers and revetments and over 1.5 miles of maintained channel. 
 

Traffic:  563,050 tons (5-Year average, 2004-2008) 
 

Transportation Importance: St. Joseph Harbor is a regionally significant receiving port on the Great Lakes for 
commodities including limestone, sand, gravel, armor stone, cement, slag, salt, and petroleum products. The 
150 jobs associated with the harbors various industries generate over $7M annually in personal income.  
 

Congressional Interest: 
• Representative Fred Upton R-MI-6 
• Senator Carl Levin D-MI 
• Senator Debbie Stabenow D-MI 
 

Current Condition Assessment: C  
 
 
 
 

  



Date of Site Visit: 23 August 2010 
 
Summary of Impact: If there was a breach or failure in the St. Joseph Harbor, there could be several 
significant impacts.  On the north side, the United States Coast Guard (USCG) station is a critical structure that 
could be unstable if the federal structure near the station were to fail.  The condominiums on the south side 
structure could also have their foundations threatened if there was a failure on the south revetment.  
 
Other significant impacts would be if a breach or failure caused either the CSX railroad bridge or the Highway 
63 Bridge to be unstable. Increased wave action or unstable soil conditions could create instability for the 
concrete pier foundations of either bridge.  Both bridges are vital to the infrastructure in the City of St. Joseph.  
 
Examples of Protected Infrastructure:  
 

 
 

  



1. Tiscornia Park: Tiscornia Park is a City of St. Joseph owned park that is located on the north side of St. 
Joseph Harbor which is primarily used as a beach. 
 

 
 
 
2. United States Coast Guard - St. Joseph Station: The USCG- St. Joseph Station is located on the north side 
of the harbor near Tiscornia Park.  This station provides search and rescue, maritime law enforcement, and 
security for two nuclear power plants.  There are 19 active members, 9 reserve members, and 34 auxiliary 
members of the Coast Guard stationed in St. Joseph.  There are 3 Coast Guard ships including a 47 foot ship, a 
25 foot Defender, and a 14 foot ice skiff stationed here. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. West Basin Municipal Marina: The West Basin Municipal Marina is located on the north side of the St. 
Joseph Harbor and is owned by the City of St. Joseph.  The marina has 94 slips, including 20 transient slips 
consisting of fixed wood docks. 
 

   
 
 

4. LaFarge Corporation: The LaFarge facility is located on the north side of the St. Joseph Harbor.  This plant 
employees 5 people and supplies cement to over 30 ready-mix plants within SW Michigan and Indiana. In 2011 
the facility received 25 vessels, totaling over 130,000 tons of cement.   

 

   
 

 
  



5. Silver Beach County Park: The Silver Beach County Park owned and maintained by Berrien County. It is a 
beach located to the south end of the St. Joseph Harbor.  
 

   
 

 
6. Lighthouse Point: The Lighthouse Point is a gated condominium complex located on the south side of the 
St. Joseph Harbor adjacent to the federal structures. The complex has 6 townhouses and 20 condominiums.  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. Waterfront Condominiums: The Waterfront Condominiums is a gated community located on the south side 
of the St. Joseph Harbor immediately adjacent to the federal structures.  The Waterfront Condominiums 
complex has two towers that have multiple condos in them and one-two story building of townhouses.  The 
complex also has a pool house and boat slips for the owners.  The slips are protected by an additional 
breakwater.  
 

   
 
 
8. CSX Railroad Bridge: The CSX Railroad Bridge spans the St. Joseph River and its center foundation is a 
pier in the middle of the river.  The CSX railroad is often used by Amtrak passenger trains, and the bridge 
rotates open so boats can pass by when trains are not using the bridge. 
 

 
  



Potential Impact Area: The following graphic displays property parcels that could be impacted within various 
zones defined by different setbacks from the shoreline behind existing Federal coastal structures. Values are 
based on real property tax assessments from these parcels, and don’t reflect any detailed coastal zone damage 
assessments. Figures simply reflect property values at various setbacks. 
 

 


