
Why are the fish being tracked?
In 2015, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) tagged and tracked the movement of some fish in the 
lower Manistique River. In the coming years, they are going to repeat the study with more fish.
By tracking these fish, we hope to learn where the fish are most likely to come into contact with PCBs, a 
chemical that can affect human health when fish that contain these chemicals are eaten too often.
The PCBs get into the fish when they eat directly from contaminated mud and muck found on the 
bottom of the river or eat other fish that have. To learn more about PCBs in fish and eating safe fish, 
please call the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services at 1-800-648-6942 or visit  
www.michigan.gov/eatsafefish.

What are those posts in the water?
Receivers

The receivers listen for signals from the 
special tags that will be put into a small 
number of fish in the river. The equipment 
can only receive signals from the fish tags. 
They cannot receive any other type of radio 
or GPS transmission.

Transmitters (Fish Tags)
The fish tags transmit a signal that is picked 
up by the special receiver. As the fish move 
around the area, the information will be 
saved by the receiver and then reviewed by 
scientists to see where the fish are moving, 
when, and how long they are staying in 
certain areas.

Transmitter

Receiver

Please stay away 
from the posts. The 
receivers are sensitive.

What if I catch a tagged fish?
What will the tagged fish look like?
• Only carp will be tagged for this study.
• The fish will either have an orange, 

green, or a blue tag on their dorsal fin. 
• The tags will be marked with two or five 

numbers.

Questions about the project?

The other partners on this project are: the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), EA Science and Technology, and Lotek. 

If you have other questions, please contact the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: Karl Gustavson at (703) 603-8753 or Gustavson.karl@epa.gov 
Bryan Hinterberger at (716) 879-4409 or Bryan.A.Hinterberger@usace.army.mil

For the most up-to-date information about the project: please visit our website at www.bitly.com/mraftp or pick up our brochure at 
Upper Crust Cafe Bakery & Deli at Traders Point for more information. Call Upper Crust for seasonal hours: 906-341-2253.

Fish Tracking Project
Following the fish to further the clean-up of the 

Manistique River and Harbor.
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• If the tag is : 
• Please return the fish to 

the water.
• You do not need to call Karl or 

Bryan unless you have questions.
• Please do not keep these tagged 

fish. We need to collect all of the 
fish at the end of the study.

• If the tag is  or GREEN: 
• Please keep the fish.
• Double wrap the fish in two plastic 

bags and freeze as soon as possible.
• Please call Karl Gustavson at  

1-703-603-8753 or Bryan 
Hinterberger at 1-716-879-4409 to 
arrange pick-up for the fish.

Tag


